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To turn back the pages of local history is indeed an interesting feat. It takes us to a small village, a 
country town of plank sidewalks, or no walks, muddy or dusty streets, no public lighting, water drawn 
from the town pump and carried home in a wooden bucket, a family cow and the family pig pastured on 
the town commons, precious letters and papers brought in for weary miles by slow horse or slower ox 
teams, often in lumber wagons and other like primitive living conditions with which our ancestors were 
familiar. Not alone were these conditions common to the times, but they were so universal that our good 
people seldom complained or rebelled at the old fashion life these external circumstances imposed. 

Author Unknown 
 



(C) 

 
Please Read the Following 

 
 
 This Volume VI contains an "Index" of over 1,500 Baraboo and West Baraboo "businesses, business 
people, local events and articles of interest" and in most cases will refer you to a specific address or section. 
 In some cases the index of this volume may refer you to one of the original Volumes I, II, III, IV or V of 
"BARABOO Wisconsin   1850-2010". Be sure to also check Volume I through Volume V for additional 
information regarding your search. 
 Any possible future volumes, such as "Volume VII" onward, will also contain their own individual 
index. 
 This Volume VI may be posted on line at some point.  
  
 At this time (2015) the publication of Volumes I through V may be accessed on line at the following link. 
 

http://www.baraboopubliclibrary.org/resources#digital books Digital Books 
or 

http://www.baraboopubliclibrary.org/baraboo-1850-2010-chronology-growth-commercial-retail-districts 
        

 
Enjoy.... 

By: Joseph W. Ward 
      August 15, 2015  

BaraBoo 
1850-2015 

 



INTRODUCTION 

(D) 

 The five sections in this Volume VI represents a continuation 
of Volumes I through V of BARABOO...Wisconsin, 1850 to 2010 
 
Section I: (Continuation of Vol. I) Includes indexes of  
  Baraboo & West Baraboo followed by the "About  
  Section". 
Section II:   (Continuation of Vol. II) Includes a continuation of 
  the "About Section", followed by the"Trivia Sections 
  I, II, III & IV" and Ash Street and Broadway. 
Section III: (Continuation of Vol. III) Includes "Fifth Ave. &  
  Street, First Ave. & Street, Fourth Ave. & Street,  
  Lynn Ave. & Street and Oak Street (terminating at  
  508 Oak Street). 
Section IV: (Continuation of Vol. IV) Includes Oak Street  
  (beginning at 510 Oak Street), Second Ave. & Street, 
  South Boulevard (north and south of the viaduct),  
  Third Ave. and Street (terminating at 123 Third  
  Street). 
Section V: (Continuation of Vol. V) Includes Third Street  
  (beginning at 125-127 Third Street), Vine Street,  
  Walnut Street, Water Street, West Baraboo (formerly 
  Lyons), Highway 12  (aka BD) south of the Baraboo 
  River, West Pine Street (Highway 12 aka BD, north 
  of the Baraboo River) and a 93-page intensive study 
  of Baraboo dated 1989. 
    
Study the following "Contents Pages" to become familiar with the 

layout of these five sections. 

 So much has been written regarding the history of Baraboo that to 
find certain information on any given subject might take longer than it 
took to write this book. It is my 
wish that this writing shall bring 
together most of these historical 
data. 

The object of my research 
and writings is to put into print the 
history of the original business and 
commercial districts of Baraboo.  

The goal of this narrative is 
to venture back into the early 
1800’s before settlers made the 
“Baraboo Rapids” their home, to 
identify and track businesses and 
their owners and those that 
followed in their footsteps. There 
has been a lot written over the years 
about those early times, but to sort 
through it all and to pick what I 
considered to be historically correct 
was a task.  

I will confess, and you will 
no doubt agree as you read on, that 
I am not schooled in writing. My 
work life was spent as an engineer 
designing molds for molding plastic 
products as well as designing 
special tooling for secondary 
operations on manufactured 
products. 

I have not produced a 
written bibliography of my sources but let it suffice to say, that my 
research required the scouring of more than 6,000 Baraboo weekly 
newspapers, which were printed between 1850 and 1967, many 
scrapbooks, city directories, phone books, etc.  

This required time equivalent to 3 to 5 hours a day, 5 to 6 days a 
week for 10 years; also, many people have contacted me from near and far 

with family histories and pictures. My major book sources were and 
continue to be the twenty-volume Wisconsin Historical Collections, 

published from 1855 to 1915. I also 
have a large library of other historical 
books including many volumes of 
"The Proceedings of the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin". 

This volume VI has its own 
index consisting of over 8000 names 
and businesses that have occupied this 
area since the 1840’s. There may be 
duplications but I feel that is better 
than an omitted entity.  

Historical writings are full of 
mistakes and the writings herein will 
prove no different. It is my hope that 
people will come forward and in a 
constructive manner suggest 
corrections and/or additions. So 
please make a good case, with 
documents and pictures if possible.  

It is also my hopes that 
someone will step forward and 
volunteer to make additions and 
corrections to this live chronology and 
take some of the load off of the now 
author.  

It has been an impossible job 
to give credit to the source for each 
and every photo due to the fact that 
many people donated the same image. 
I have however, endeavored to credit 

everyone that provided data and pictures. If you were missed, please do 
not feel offended. Make it known to the author and the next printing will 
correct the matter. 

Thank you and enjoy! 
 Joseph W. Ward 



(E) 

Important...please read 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

--Important-- 
There may be instances where the Volume VI index may refer you to one of the original five volumes of 

BARABOO  Wisconsin 1850-2010 

BARABOO Wisconsin 1850-2015, Volume VI 
This volume is a continuation of the original volumes 

I through V and has its own individual Index 
 

Volume I  of  the original  books  is  continued in Section I 
Volume II  of the original books is  continued in Section II 
Volume III of the original books is continued in Section III 
Volume IV of the original books is continued in Section IV 
Volume V of  the  original  books is continued in Section V 

 
 
 
 
 

       



About Sections Index 
Vol. VI....Sections I & II 

 
 

 
The "About" Sections of Volume I Continued 

Found in Volume VI...Section I 
(Sections "A" to "O") 

 
Baraboo, About...........................................................About Section C 
Bridges of Baraboo......................................................About Section  I 
Civilian Conservation Corps.(Devil's Lake Area)...........About Section N 
Devil's Lake Area.........................................................About Section N 
Highway 12, Evolution of..........................................About Section  BB 
Iron Horse & Orphan Trains.........................................About Section H 
Newspapers, Local.......................................................About Section  J 
Post Office History......................................................About Section M 
Ringling Home, Yellow................................................About Section  F 
Sauk County................................................................About Section  B 
Sauk County Fair.........................................................About Section  K 
Sauk County Place Names........................................About Section BBB 
Schools of Baraboo.....................................................About Section  E 
Street Names & House Numbers................................About Section  G 

 
 New "About" Sections  

Found in Volume VI...Section I 
Deppe Enterprises..................................................About Section DDD 
Flag of Wisconsin.......................................................About Section FF 
Gollmar Brother's Circus............................................About Section CC 
Haskin Triplets...........................................................About Section EE 
Haseltine's Clock.......................................................About Section GG 
Historic Homes/Property...........................................About  Section  II 
Hospitals of Baraboo.................................................About Section DD 
Methodism in Baraboo.............................................About Section HH 
Ringling Brothers Family Tree.................................About Section AAA 

 
 

 
The "About" Sections of Volume II Continued 

Found in Volume VI...Section II 
(Sections "O" through "ZZ")   

 
Barn Restaurant..........................................................About Section V 
Baseball in Baraboo....................................................About Section W 
Church Bells, First........................................................About Section R 
Devil's Lake, "A Lake Where Spirits Live".....................About Section O 
Farm Kitchen...............................................................About Section V 
Haraszthy, Agoston .....................................................About Section T 
Parks of Baraboo..........................................................About Section S 
Ringling-Potter Farm....................................................About Section Y 
Warner Memorial Road...............................................About Section Q 

 
New "About" Sections  

Found in Volume VI... Section II 
Baraboo Golf Club..................................................About Section NNN 
Canepa's, Dancing......................................................About Section SS 
Canfield (Harvey William)...........................................About Section ZZ 
Circus World Museum Primer by Clark Wilkinson......About Section PP 
Flambeau Plastics Corporation..................................About Section VV 
Masonic Lodge 34 of Baraboo..............................About Section WWW 
Sullivan (Jack) Story..................................................About Section OO 
Wigwam, The...........................................................About Section QQ 
Wilkinson Movie Memorabilia Museum...................About Section  XX 

 
 

Note: Check Upper Margin of Pages For Section Number 


