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VE Day in Baraboo in 1945 was Muted
Tales of Earlier Daye

By Bob Dewel

{t would have been inconceivable 72 years ago, but the anniversary of Pearl Harbor, “A
Date Which Will Live in Infamy”, passed last week with little recognition. It is presumed that the
75th Anniversary in 2016 will properly recall the death of some 2400 Americans in a short hour
or so. Some 1100 more men were injured and ten ships lost, along with 300 planes.

World War |l has countless memorable days for combat veterans, but on a national
scale at least four stand out. Pearl Harbor Day is one of course, as is D-Day (6-6-44). Also
seminal are VE Day (5-8-45) and VJ Day (8-15-45). At least one of those days is seared into the
memory of the service man of that generation from his own personal experience, whether
combat veteran or not.

As for the general population, VE (Victory in Europe) Day is especially significant, for it
gave the first real assurance that victory was possible in Europe, though a similar conquest of
Japan might still take years. What a day that would be—and was--when the atomic bomb

brought an early Peace.

For those on or near the battlefield on VE day, the victory seemed to be celebrated by
the heavens. This was evidenced in the form of seemingly millions of tracer bullets streaming
their way across the night sky. In at least one tent encampment in Wurzburg, Very Pistols were
used to produce flares drifting to the ground from small parachutes.

The VE Celebration in Baraboo

Despite the significant victory over Hitler's empire in fortress Europe, The Pacific
Combat Zone remained. The existence of the atomic bomb was unknown even to president
Truman when he was Vice-President. It was assumed that the Japanese would continue to fight
to the death for even the slightest piece of land, and it appeared that there were years of
combat ahead.

As a result Baraboo and apparently Sauk County, heavily invested in explosive
production, paused but briefly to mark the significant turning point in Europe. True, church
bells rang incessantly, and sirens blew on occasion that day. In anticipation, the Chamber of







