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By Bob Dewel

[t was a happy time, those
halcyon days at the turn of the century.
Except for the Spanish American War
skirmishes, the country had been at
peace since the Civil War, and could not
imagine the upcoming World War One.
Sauk County was thriving, especially its
County Seat, Baraboo.

It was a front porch time,
neighborly and thriving on small town
values. People had time, time to keep
scrapbooks, time to write. We are
fortunate in having a multiple page
reminiscences of those days by Marjorie
(Fisher) Stekl, supplied by her daughter,
Marjorie Fancher of Columbus, Ohio.

Part of it is fortuitous, since the
Fisher home on 11th was close, almost
neighbors, to Alf. T. and Della Ringling's
three story frame home, later to become
a hospital. A three story mansion, it
contained not only an elevator, surely
the first in Baraboo, but also a pipe
organ The latter was later donated to St.
Joseph Church and served until recently.

The Ringling son Richard was
privately tutored, but occasionally drove
his pony and cart to the Fisher home
with rides for Marjorie Fisher. Alf. T.
and Della had not yet adopted a
daughter, Marjorie. In later years she
was the wife (for a time) of Jacob Javits,
later a prominent and influential Senator
from New York.

Almost as close was the Charley
Ringling home, known today as the
Yellow Ringling house (it was probably
white in those days) on Eighth and Ash.

Associated with the home was a two
story garage, with servants quarters
above and the family Pierce Arrow auto
and the pony in the lower half. Also on
the grounds was a smaller home for the
Mrs. Edith Ringling's Mother.. All
buildings are still extant.

Charley and Edith Ringling had
two children, Robert and Hester, but the
latter was much younger and did not
figure in the doings of Marjorie Fisher
and Robert Ringling. Not to be outdone
by cousin Richard, Robert also had a
pony and cart, and frequently gave
Marjorie extended rides in the cart,
principally to Lyons, now West
Baraboo. She also was often a guest at
the Ringling home on Devils Lake, now
gone.

The arrival of Fall meant not
only the return of school, but the return
of the circus for the winter. Many of the
families maintained homes in Baraboo
then, but single men were housed in the
Ringling hotel, still on Water Street
today.

Marjorie reports that many of the
bachelor men " were pretty rough, and
the area became known as "the Bloody
South, since there was so much
fighting." The building has long
since been repaired and remodeled into
apartments now.

She states that the circus had a
sort of caste system. "The Equestrians
and Tight Rope performers were the
VIP's, followed by the animal trainers
and performers. Below them were the
workmen, and rarely did members of the
three systems associate with one
another."

Except for Richard, the Ringling
children attended Baraboo public
schools. Not until Hester graduated in
1911 did Charley sell his Eighth Street
home to brother Henry, and move to






