
Confederate Spy Buried in Dells Cemetery 

TalesofEarlierDays
By Bob Dewel 

A hundred and six years ago, very early on Memorial Day May 30, 1905, a young man 
with a plank could be seen entering the Kilbourn (now Wisconsin Dells) cemetery. Painted on 
the plank were the words "One Country, One Flag", along with a rough depiction of the 
American Flag of the day. 

With the aid of the Sexton, a hole two feet deep was dug over the unmarked grave of a 
woman, and the plank set up. She had died five years previously while on a lecture tour in the 
Dells, but the grave remained unmarked. 

The Confrontation 

As the men left the area they were approached by three Civil War veterans. After an 
argument, the veterans were led to the grave, having announced they would destroy the marker 
since they considered the presence of this body in the cemetery was a desecration. 

After reading the marker, their leader banker Thomas Coon declared: "Well, comrades, I 
guess the boy has beat you. I guess you won't haul the plank down." Flowers were then placed, 
possibly reluctantly, on the grave, along with those of ten Union soldiers, local boys who had 
fallen in battle. 

Why the fuss? This was the grave of Belle Boyd, one of the great female spies in history, 
whose information to the rebels had led to the decimation of Sauk County and Wisconsin's Iron 
Brigade at the battle of Gettysburg. Despite the end of the Civil War 40 years previously, 
feelings against the South still ran high, and the grave had been ignored and left unmarked, 
perhaps even despised, since Belle's sudden death in Kilbourn on June 12, 1900. 

Indeed tension had been high for several days, ever since Glazier stated his intention to 
mark the grave. Official of the Civil War Veteran's organization, the GAR, along with their 
auxiliary, the WRC, had refused to cooperate with the plan, and Glazier had been denounced. 

How do we know this? An article in the Baraboo News ofMay22, 1952 quoted at 
length the story as told by the man himself, former Dells resident Gus 0. Glazier. He had 
written of the event on October 6, 1905 in a dispatch to the News. In far more detail than this 
article allows, he recounted both the refusal of the GAR to participate and the altercation with 
the veterans at the cemetery. 

The Sordid Life of Belle Boyd 

There is no doubt that Belle Boyd was a self-admitted spy for the Confederacy during the 
Civil War. Thirty Five years had passed, and now in 1900 she was on sort of a lecture tour. We 
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don't know what her message was-repentance and hope for forgiveness, or continuous defense 
of the South. Her appearance in Kilbourn obviously was strongly resented. 

The age of eighteen had found her in South-leaning Baltimore. It is inferred that she was 
more than popular among the young military men of that city. A 1913 Baraboo News tells us 
that she was a Confederate lover, but then married a Union soldier and converted him to the 
Rebel cause, making him a traitor. 

Born in Martinsville, Va., she grew to 5 foot seven, had an aquiline nose and hair of a 
reddish-brown hue. She completed her education in Baltimore at age nineteen and, knowing 
many Union officers "used her acquaintance and blandishments to gain information ... which she 
conveyed at every opportunity to the South-especially to General Stuart and later to Stonewall 
Jackson." 

Arrests and conviction occurred followed by imprisonment. At one time she was 
sentenced to be shot. Finally she was banished to England by President Lincoln. She then began 
an acting career using the name Nina Benjamin. Here the article becomes confusing for the 
second husband, whom she converted to the Rebel cause, is mentioned as returning to America 
to become a spy. What happened to him is not known, but by 1869 she married a Colonel 
Hamilton and returned to the States. 

Apparently her Rebel past did not prevent her return, but she was in ill health. Sent to an 
insane asylum in California, she had a son but he did not survive. However, in subsequent years 
she had three children. For unknown reasons she now divorced Hamilton and married Nat R. 
High. It was he who traveled with her on the lecture tour which brought them to Kilbourn. 

Her illness and very sudden death the evening of her arrival accounts for the presence of 
her grave in Kilbourn, since apparently Nat High did not claim her body or have a part in its 
disposal, nor is he mentioned again. 

Belle Boyd Today 

So what are we to make of the compassionate action of Gus Glazier, who decorated her 
grave "in respect...although on what we felt she was on the wrong side, we should forgive her." 
How do the people of Kilbourn, now Wisconsin Dells, feel about her now? 

Well, never adverse to an opportunity for publicity, a Dells newspaper reports that in 
1932, many tourists including some from Virginia visited the grave (and the Dells) every 
summer. It is said that her reputation enjoys a fair amount of favorable publicity in the South. 

By 1929, efforts to send her remains "back home" went unfulfilled, and a 19S2 story in 
the Rochester Democrat reported that on the 107th anniversary of her birth (perhaps 1844) the 
State Bars (Confederate Flag) was flown over her Wisconsin grave. Soil from Virginia was 
spread over the site. 

Delegates from Virginia came for the occasion, the Dells Legion participated, and an 
excursion boat was named in her honor. By 1955 a report from Wisconsin Dells stated that the 
Stars and Stripes now flew over the refurbished grave site also, along with the Confederate Flag. 
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The Dells report stated that despite talk of moving her remains to Virginia, Wisconsin 
Dells "be believes it has earned the right to claim her for its own". It is assumed that the Union 
soldiers in the cemetery receive appropriate recognition also. 

Guy Glazier would be pretty surprised at all of this, and (hopefully) pleased. 

Though a high level spy, Belle is celebrated in this manner in the Dells Area Cemetery 
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