Something About the Word Baraboo
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By Bob Dewel

Ever had a telephone sales person ask ”Bear-a—what?” when you name our home town?
To those unacquainted with the beauty and the uniqueness of our fair city, the name “Baraboo”
may seem not only odd but almost comical.

Yet there is something about that uniqueness and spelling of Baraboo that has spawned a
host of uses, some in foreign countries. Actually, there is no other city in the world spelled the
same, though dozens come close---Barabas, Barabati, Barabra, Barabinsk, Baraba, Baracalda,
etc. But we are the only Baraboo in the world.

Movies

There are dozens of uses of our name, however, the most recent report being noted on the
front page of this newspaper featuring a new movie, ’til We Get to Baraboo. This is not the first
instance, for a stage play “The Butcher of Baraboo” recently had runs not only around the
country but on or near Broadway. They should have premiered at the Al, Ringling Theatre! I
have a copy of the script which I will donate to the county Historical Society.

We did an article similar to this in years past, which needs not only repetition but
updating. For example, in an update a couple years ago we showed a picture of the license plate
of a car registered in Western Australia, proudly displaying the word “Baraboo”.

Family Name

As noted previously, there are several persons in Wisconsin whose last name is Baraboo.
They are descendants of Gabriel Barbeau of Quebec, apparently a brother of Francois Barbeau.
Francois was identified by Mark Tully in his book. A Man Called Baraboo, as the French trader
after whom the Baraboo River, (and subsequently the city), was named.

Just as Francois Barbeau's name was Anglicized to Baraboo, so did Gabriel Barbeau’s
descendants. A current Wisconsin family, headed by Eugene and Marge Baraboo of Rothschild,
has been my guests in the city, and they are members of our Sauk County Historical Society.
They have several relatives with that surname in three or four states.

Restaurants, Books

We now have the menu for the Great Baraboo Brewing Co., a restaurant and brewery
near Detroit which bases its name on the famous Baraboo Whiskey War ladies of 1854, of which
we have written. The menus feature at least 8 dinners or sandwiches which are named the
Baraboo Burger or Baraboo ribs, etc. The menu also contains a short history of the Baraboo
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