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THE NATIVE AMERICANS LEFT THEIR MARK--MOUNDS
Yesteryear Revisited

By Bob Dewel

After our record snow
melts (and we hope and trust
it will), 1look closely around
your yard. Are there any
unusual humps or rises? If
S0, you may be sharing your
lot with a thousand-year old
Indian Mound! Check today's
map and descriptions for the
locations.

The 1872 Map

Last week's article on

bypass highways featured an
1872 map of the village of
Baraboo, drawn originally
by historian Canfield.
Actually, it was only a portion
of a larger map, and today's
map 1is a continuation of the
map shown last week.
The left hand edge of today's
map 1is the same as the right
edge of last week's map.
Therefore this map represents
that part of Baraboo east
of Elizabeth street, between
Water Street and Eighth Street.
It was wvirtually uninhabited
countryside in 1872, but the
area now contains hundreds
of homes and a thousand or
so citizens.

The reason that this
is of interest is that the
1872 map shows a large number
of Indian Mounds, carefully
drawn in by Canfield. The
mounds occupy the area North
of the Circus World Museum
{CWM) grounds and parking
lot on Water Street, and extend
as far north as Sixth Street.
Eighth Street is shown as
a country road, while Water
Street and the Baraboo River
are at the Dbottom edge of
the map. In the upper right
corner, well out of town 1in
1872, is the Sauk County
Fairgrounds.

Canfield

Canfield was the local
surveyor as well as historian,
and was pictured in a previous
article. He lived in Baraboo
and Sauk County during most
of its first 50 years, and
carefully recorded his
observations of the growing

colony along the banks of
the Baraboo River. His
histories are a treasure for
those who followed
him--Butterfield, Cole,
Derleth, Goc, Lange, etc.

Not all counties have had
such diligent and prolific
recorders of man and his
work on earth.

Canfield was a close
and accurate observer of his
surroundings, including an
intense interest in the Native
Americans who came before
us. Part of the result is
what you see on the map--his
drawings of Indian Mounds.

Mounds

Mounds come 1in an endless
variety of sizes and shapes,
it seems, and appear to reflect
the ancient Native American's
close association with birds

and animals, actual or
imagined. Some mounds
represent serpents, bear,

deer, and sometimes totally
unidentifiable shapes.

Note that the map shows
an Indian Council House
directly across Water Street
from the present CWM parking
lot. It was in this very area
that Eben and Roseline Peck
crossed the Baraboo river
on horseback and tried to
establish a c¢laim in 1838.
They were driven back across
the river Dby the 1Indians,
but returned the following
year to establish a claim
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area north of Water Street near the Circus World Museum and
extend as far north as Sixth Street.

Alarge number of Indian Mounds were carefully drawn on an
1872 map by a historian named Canfield. They occupy an

without incident, Abe Wood An area north of the
and Wallace Rowan built their Council Grounds is marked
c'lam about a mile upstream "Indian cornfield"”, apparently
in the Ochsner Park area that at the junction of Second
year also. Thus the Pecks, Street and Washington. A
Woods, and Rowans were the Freestone Quarry is shown

first settlers in the area near the crest of College

known as Baraboo Rapids. Avenue.
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Also on the map is a
plotted area called Litchfield,
this being a developer's effort
to either add to or rival
the growing village. His plot

effectively blocked eastern
extension of Third and Fourth
Streets, a problem that exists
all over Baraboo. The only
real through street is Eighth
Street, though Second Street
has the potential to be a
East-west artery. Too many
developers have been allowed
to have streets vacated,
blocking efficient movement
throughout the city.
Not on the map

Shown on other parts
of the original map, but not
included here, are Indian

and the river, and also on
an area about where Flambeau
is located today. There is
also an Indian Cornfield

+ plotted in the vicinity of

Avenue and Crawford
Haskins Park once
mound., There

Twelfth
Street.
contained a

v is also a cluster of mounds

in the lowlands by the Water
Works, near the junction of
Hill Street and Lake Street

Well preserved and readily
visible are Indian mounds
at Devil's Lake State Park,
though one of the hotels once
occupied the end of one mound.
Mounds once existed between
Baraboo and Devils Lake, indeed
all over the county. But
the most famous Indian Mound
is yet to be discussed in
the next article, and it lies
near to Baraboo.

Meantime, next time you
mow your yard (surely the
snow will melt someday), that
slight rise in the terrain
might represent the toil of
a Native American as 1long
as a thousand years ago. This
was his way to try and
understand his world. We build
churches and mosques and
synagogues, still seeking
enlightenment.




A SURPRISE DISCOVERY AT MAN MOUND

Yesteryear Revisited

By Bob Dewel

In a recent item in the

Wisconsin State Journal,
we learned that a planned
road construction 1in Ozaukee
County has been halted.

The reason: it 1is Dbelieved
that a rare dragon fly has
breeding grounds in the area
about to be graded, so work
has been halted, at least
temporarily.

How times have changed!

Sometime in the Nineteenth
Century, Sauk County road
crews thought nothing of
grading away the 1lower legs
of Sauk County's most famous
Indian mound of all, the Man
Mound of Greenfield township,
some three miles east of
Baraboo. This Naderizing (to
use a very modern term) cut
the effigy off at the knees,
the straight highway grid
being deemed more important
in those horse and buggy days.

Their amputation was
not gquite complete, however!
More on that later.

Wm. H. Canfield

It was Baraboo's
indefatigable historian,
surveyor, and gntiquarian,
Wm. H. Canfield, who first

drew attention to Sauk County's
bountiful supply of Indian
mounds. Those in Baraboo were
illustrated recently in an
article published on January
8. Most of the mounds are
shaped like fanciful birds
or animals, and are believed
to have been constructed 800
to 1000 years ago by unknown
effigy mound builders, probably
for religious purposes.
Historian Lange says
there were well over 1000
mounds 1in Sauk County, though

only about 100 survive. It
is said that buckets made
of skins were filled by hand,
scraping up the so0il with
clam shells or sticks or
antlers and carrying it to
the site.

As early as July, 1859
Canfield surveyed Man Mound
and a similar mound at LaValle,

(NW + of NW I of Section 36,T

13N), the only ones known
to be in Wisconsin. There
the arms are outstretched,

and the horns more vertical.

The arms and legs seem
unusually full also.
Canfield's investigation

included accurate measurements
of the Baraboo area effigy,
which still had its 1legs and
feet at the time. It . was
discovered to be 214 feet
long, the head 80 feet 1long,
and the 1legs only slightly

longer. The figure is
apparently depicted as walking
westward. Projecting from

the head are two hornlike

appendages.
The body itself is greatly

elongated, the arms and legs
being short in proportion
to the torso. Canfield's
drawings and measurements
are prized possessions of
the Sauk County Historical
Society, and were donated
by Canfield himself.

In a July 30, 1976 article
in the News Republic, Ruth
Burmeister stated that Canfield
traveled "in a cart pulled
by his faithful horse, Pedro."
He made over 4000 farm and
land surveys, traveling over
20,000 miles.

Canfield's method of
surveying of the man mound
was to run a straight line



over the middle of the figure
lengthwise. At intervals
of ten feet measurements were
made to the sides of the body
at right angles to its length.
As can thus be seen in the
drawing, at the end of the
right arm it is ten feet to
the edge of the body, and
the arm at that point has
six feet of width.
The Purchase

It would ©be 48 years
before Man Mound would be
set aside as a small park,
now minus the lower legs.
By 1905 the area was overgrown
with vines, brush, and small
trees. Three Baraboo men,
News editor H.E. Cole, banker
Jacob VanOrden, and A.B. Stout
determined that the effigy
should not be 1lost, as had
the similar mound in LaValle,
long since plowed over.

Baraboo farmer Abram
Hoege was indeed planning
to cultivate the land, but
a fund was raised Jjointly
by the Archeclogical Society
and the Sauk County Historical
Society to purchase the plot
on October 12 1907, for $225.

In those days contributors
were listed by name and amount,
even for church contributions.
In the <case of the 1little
park. some 60 persons, mostly
from the Milwaukee
Archeological Society, had
contributed a dollar each.

0Of the 20 persons who
contributed five dollars each,
nine were from Baraboo, only
two from the rest of the
county. Among those nine were
Luise Gattiker, who within
eight years would contribute
the courthouse clock memorial
mentioned in another article.
Banker Jacob VanQOrden also
contributed a Dbronze plague,
still in good condition today,
and 1t «credits Canfield for
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This is the man mound near
Baraboo, as drawn and mea- ffs /7{
sured by Wm, H. Canfield. °




SE






Ben Franklin, Baraboo,
and PBS

Yesteryear Revisited
By Bob Dewel

Friends know that this writer is an
unabashed admirer and promoter of
Benjamin Franklin, whom we regard as
the real father of our country. We will
spare you the overwhelming evidence
for our claim in that respect, but do
want to call the reader’s attention to the
special TV series on Franklin to be
presented on PBS on Tuesday November
19 and Wednesday Nov. 20, at 9 P.M,
each night.

it is true that these Yesteryear
Revisited artficles deal mainly with the
history of Sauk County and Baraboo,
and you may think that we are
challenged in presenting Ben Franklin as
part of local history. Giving it a try, lets
concentrate on his activities beginning
with the French and Indian War, and
leading up to the Northwest Ordinance
of 1787.

A Termitory of France

A little history lesson is needed
here. Wisconsin, and indeed all of what
we call the upper Midwest, [or at least
that part east of the Mississippi River),
was from the early exploration days until
1755 the possession of France. French
traders and explorers passed from the
Fox River to the Wisconsin River at
Portage, and no doubt camped
overnight on the Sauk Praiie or
elsewhere in the county.

tater two  French  brothers
appear to have established a trading
post at near the mouth of the Baraboo
River where it joins the Wisconsin River
near Portage. After a bitter fraternal
fight, one of the men changed the
spelling of the name from Barbeau to
Baraboo, and that name was
subsequently applied to the river, and to
the rapids in what we now call the City
of Baraboo.

French and Indian War

Had the French settlements and
claims prevailed in the mid-west, we
would be comparable to Quebec
today, militantty pro-French  and
speaking that language on the streets of
our city. The French and Indian Wars
changed all that, for the British and their
American colonist allies won, and the
territory became nominally  British,
including Canada as well as the upper
mid-west.

Although already a man 50 years
of age. Franklin obtained from local
farmers, with his own signature, the 150
wagons and 259 horses used by
Braddock in his and Washington's ill
fated march into the wilderness. It was
with the greatest of difficulty that Ben
got the British to compensate him for the
destroyed wagons.

His other activity during the
French and Indian Wars included raising
and leading a militia, and building a fort
and stockades. The war -dragged on
into 1763, when the Treaty of Paris
granted Canada and everything east of
the Mississippi, including Wisconsin, to
the British.
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“One more day
and we eat the dog”

by Bob.Dewel

What was the burning question
of the day in the 1840s in the little
outpost of civilization which now
constitutes Sauk County?

- No, it was not the rights or
wrongs-of commercial develop-
ment — -all commercial develop-
ment, what there was of it, was
welcomed with apen arms!

No, it wasn't dams. Anyone
knew that if a river had sufficient
rapids, you built & dam or two and
barvested nature's abundant sup-
Pply of free and non-polluting ener-
gy. Besides, the mill pond was a
source of ice, to be stored in straw
for use well into the summer.

And no, it wasn't building high-

ways. You just cut a path through
the forest — and who would want
to bypass a village or settlement
‘anyway? It'wouldn't be neighbor-
. -
. (Little did they dream of inter-
state highways, and the 1960 argu-
ment over whether Barahoo would
get an interchange on County A, A
neighboring city was rumored to
want all traffic routed to them via
Highway 12, but Lt. Gov. QOlson
denied this at a Kiwanis meeting.
He was from Wisconsin Dells.)

No, the burning question was
not one of the above. It was, sim-
ply, where would the county seat
be located?

On the surface, the question
seemed wmoot. A commission
appointed by the legislature of the
territory that would later become
Wisconsin had pretty well decided
the issue. They recommended that
either the Upper Town (Prairie du
Sac) or the Lower Town (Sauk

City), “whichever would make the
Jprgest; donation™ .be given the
honor.

. Lower Town . offered the Count
Haraszthy house, said to be worth
the fortune of $3,000. Upper Town
countered with a number of lots
considered to be warth more than
that, and became the county seat in
1844. However, when the deeds of
the latter were examined, their
terms were not acceptable, espe-
cially to the rival Lower Town.

“Shall we shoot the dog?”’

While the rivalry between the
two towns escalated, & committee
of five was appointed to “make an
exploration of the interior (largely
unknown) of the county and ascer-
tain whether the land was fit for
settlement.” Of the six members,
four were from Baraboo, including
Wm, Canfield the historian, and
the irascible Abe Wood, )

“The committee started on this
exploration on the 10th of
November 1845, Count
Haraszthy’s mare and a week’s
provisions, a shotgun, two rifles
and a bird-dog constituted the out-
fit . . . {later] the Count took the
halter off the mare and told her‘to
£0 home to her colt . ., later, with
one day’s provisions the explorers
started for the primeval forests.”

“The next day Wood shot (at) a
deer but did not get it, and @ par-
tridge, which the Count bagged,
had to suffice for dinner, supper,
and breakfast for six stalwart men.
Another day passed with nothing
but water to drink, and the next
breakfast and dinner also were a
blank. It was proposed to shoot the
dog that night for dinner, but Capt.
Moore's trusty rifle brought down
a fine yearling buck, and the fast
was soon terminated.”

*Preston Brigham

*As is reported in an article in
the booklet, *“The Benefactors of
Baraboo,” the Baraboo Mills set-
tlement appeared to offer a com-
promise, with its beautiful Iocation
and burgeoning saw mills. The
clincher was when tavern operator

.and stagecoach driver Preston

Brigham purchased the land now
known as downtown Baraboo
“with his own money” and donated
it to the county, an entity which
existed lacgely on paper at that
point. It is to be noted that
Brigham did not reside in the
Baraboo area, but in Sumpter
township. Baraboo became the
county seat in 1846,

Because of his donation,
Brigham was allowed to name the
new village, and he chose Adams,
due to his admiration of John
Quincy Adams, sixth President of

*Prescott
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the United States, then only a
nation for 39 years. The name was
later changed to Baraboo because
there was already a settlement by
the name of Adams.

A two-story log courthouse and
Jail was built, about where the Al
Ringling Theatre is today, and vil-
lage founder Abe Wood becama
one of the early inhabitants of the
Jail — at least until nightfall, when
he dug his way out via the dirn
floor.

Thus the rivalry of the Sauk vil-
lages became a boon for the
Baraboo river settlement. Being a
county seat was considered a big
boost for a village, bringing hotels,
harness shops and livery stables,
and eventually county offices and
employees,

Sauk County grew from a pop-
ulation of 102 in 1840 to 4,372 in
1850, with Wisconsin not becom-
ing a state until 1848. Soon stage
lines opened as well as ferrics
across the Wisconsin River.
Railroads would soon appear in
the southern border and the North-
eastern border of the new county
— but not in Baraboo until 1870,

The Reedsburg War

Baraboo's future as the county
Scat seemed assured, but not to the
folks in newly platted Reedsburg,
founded in 1848. Those folks
looked with envy at the modest
increase in commerce and pros per-
ity in Baraboo which followed its
selection as county seat. They rca-
soned that Reedsburg was nearer
the center of the county, and covel-
ed the honor and advantage.

Tempers ran hot, and in 1851
Reedsburg “took the position that
no rafts or logs would pass over
their dam en route to Baraboo.” A
mounted and armed delegation
from Baraboo, supported by a
United States Deputy Marshall,
made their way to Reedsburg and
the Reedsburg dam was cut away.
This has also been called the
sawmill war.

Relocate the County Seat?

Taking another tack, Reedsburg
convinced the State Legislature in
1852 10 attach a strip of the lower
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border of Juneau County nine
miles deep to Sauk County, thus
making Reedsburg even more cen-
tral 10 Sauk County and perhaps
adding a few voters 10 their cause.
This political move was reversed
in 1B53. In 1855 the Legislarure
was persuaded to hold a referen-
dum in the spring, but Baraboo
came off victorious in that clec-
tion.

Early Courthouses

The first courthouse was said to
resemble a huge dry goods box,
but was erccted hastily to help
secure Baraboo's claim as the
county seat. It soon was replaced
by a slightly more elegant struc-
ture costing $5,000, which, it was
predicted, would bankrupt the
county. This brick building was
only 40 by 20 feet, and was soon
enlarged by an addition. It
replaced the temporary building on
the north side of the square, which
bumed on the night of July 4,
1857. That structure had been used
for school, church, funerals and
dances. Once there was a conflict
in reservations, with both church
folks and dancers. the latter pre-
vailing thanks to the fiddler
drowning out all opposition.

After the new brick structure
was built on the square, the old
building became a priating cffice,
and then a saioon before fire and
smoke “cleanad it of all impuri-

ties.”

The newer brick structure, with
additions, served until December
27, 1904, when it too succumbed
to fire. This brick building had
been enlarged with what was
called the West Addition.

By coincidence the county
board had, a month previously,
voted 10 expend $100.000 on 2
new and more suitable edifice.
This building was completed in
1906, and is the stately neoclassic
structure which graced the square
alone until 1962, when the west
addition was added. Somewhere
along the line the present clock
belfry was added, a gift according
to old timers, who remember it as
having a gold roof.

The 19805 and 1990s saw con-
woversy as to the erection of what
is now the new West Square
Building, a re-run in some respects
of the controversy of 150 years
ago. It stands on ground once
donated to the county by Preston
Brigham. Later he re-purchased
some of the land across from the
square for a commercial enter-
prise.
Brigham would be surprised a:
the structures on the public square,
and also on the iand he once
owned on the West side of
Broadway. He would also be
proud, though there is no plague
acknowleding his generosity and
trust.



The first Christian
service in the valley

“A little over 66 years ago
as a group of men were work-
ing on a dam across the
Baraboo river, a young man
appeared on the scene of
activity. When it becamne
known that he was a minis-
ter; he was not very cordially
received, but as he talked
with the men and helped
them the best he could, they
looked on him with more
favor, and soon one of the
men took care of his horse,
and he was received with
good frontier hospitality.”

So wrote William Little in !
about 1906. Though it is not
an eyewitness account, Lit-
tle's story could be valid, for
he could have known some of
the original workers as elder-
ly men. Also, Roseline Peck,
an original settler, had only
been dead six years when
this was written.

He also may have known
some of the workers’ descen-
dants, who told the story. In
any event, we know who the
young man was who came
upon the 2-year-old settle-
ment in 1841, His name was
the Rev. Thomas M.
Fullerton, a Methodist circuit
rider, and to him goes the
honor of preaching the first
Christian service in the
Baraboo Valley, on Oct. 16,
1841. More on that later.

The circuit rider

The World Book describes
circuit riders thus: “The cir-
cuit rider, or traveling
preacher, was often selected
because of his ability to
‘exhort.’ Rather than for his
religious training. But some-

times he did noble work. His
presence in a settlement
meant great activity. He per-
formed marriages, baptized
infants, preached sermons,
served at funerals, and
caught up with all he had
missed since his last visit.
Usually his only salary was
his food and perhaps a little
produce or clothing.”

Fullerton was a circuit
rider of the Methodist faith.
The first to preach in Sauk
County was the Rev. John
Crummer, who appeared in
the Sauk City or Prairie du
Sac areas in 1840. Some
claim that the Rev. James G.
Whitford was the first. Like
Fullerton, all three men were
Methodist circuit riders, a
characteristic of that church
in the 19th century.

Whitford was not only
present at the first wedding,
he was the groom, marrying
the widow Sarah Sayles at
the Teel home on the prairie
below the bluffs.

Being a circuit rider was
not an easy vocation. Despite
our mythical view of Amer-
ican religion in that century,

most people were not affiliat-

ed with any denomination,
and religious membership
was almost the exception.
Crummer, an immigrant
from Ireland, upon arriving
at Mineral Point for the con-
version ceremony of Thomas
Fullerton, was greeted with
the outcry of “Here comes
the Methodist minister.” At
once there appeared on the
scene a drunken, howling
mob. Soon they threw stones
and rolled empty whiskey
barrels into the street ... the

preacher’s horse, named
Judge, showed more opposi-
tion to the whiskey barrels
than some modern judges do
to those well filled ... The
Lord attended the Word, and
from that young Fullerton
commenced to seek the
Savior.”

The circuit rider often had
a territory involving 200
miles of travel, on trails
hardly marked through the
forest and wetlands, some-
times having te lead his
horse. Sleep might come in a
makeshift lean-to with snow
covering the sleeper’s blan-
ket,

During one of Crummer’s
sermons in a log cabin, a rat-
tlesnake crawled between
one of the logs. Also, in an
exaggerated report, he stated
that the mosquitoes were
huge, “a great many of which
weighed a pound.”

First service in Baraboo
As was indicated in the
first paragraph of the article,

the first Christian service in .

the Baraboo Valley did not
occur until two years after
the first settlers arrived in
the area. Butterfield relates
that “the Service was In the
log cabin of William Hill,
which stood ten or fifteen
rods east of what was then
known as Draper’s Mill, both
a half a mile above the ford
on the Baraboo River.
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Circuit riders were traveling preachers who performed many religious rites.

“The sermon was from 2
Corinthians 5:20, and there
were 11 persons present
none of whom confessed
Christianity except Mr. .
Draper, who was a Baptist.”
Mrs. Valentin B. Hill con-
firmed that the first sermon
was in her home by Thomas
Fullerton, in the winter of
1841-42. Incidentally, her son
Ichabod B. Hill was the first
white child born in the val-
lev.on Jan. 9, 1842,

Fullerton himself kept a
copious diary, and confirmed
many years later, in an
address to the Old Settler’s
Association, that “My first
visit to Baraboo Mills was
October 5, 1841. Notice of my
coming had not been given,
and we therefore had no
meeting. An old man, Dr.
Draper, was some way inter-
ested in the mill, and it was
called Draper’s Mill. He
invited me to come and
establish meetings there.”

Fullerton then relates the
service mentioned above,
saying it “was certainly the
opening of the Gospel for the
first time in the Baraboo val-

ley. None of them professed
to be Christian except
Draper. After that my
appointments were regularly
filled except once, when the

roads were impassable.”

It is from this humble
beginning thatthe First
United Methodist Church of
Baraboo traces its origin and
its claim to be the first
Christian church in Baraboo.
A brass plaque on a stone on
the southeast corner of
Broadway and Fifth Avenue
cominemorates the location
of its first rough log building.

It seems likely that 24-
year-old Thomas Fullerton,
like young men in so many
generations in history,
sought to endow his exhorta-
tions and scripture quota-
tions from his sermons with
a patina of age and maturity
and wisdom by growing a
full beard on his youthful
face. We do know, from a
photo which will appear in
the next article, that he still
had the beard in the 1860s
or 70s when the picture was
taken.

Young Fullerton apparent-
ly passed muster, according
to the account which begins
this article, for he not only
helped with the work on the
dam, but one of the men took
care of his horse, a signifi-
cant gesture of acceptance.

Fullerton was the first of
many circuit riders of many
denominations to visit the
villages of Sauk County.
Their lot was hard, but one
they bore cheerfully. Now,
there are still areas where
one minister or priest serves
several congregations as of
old, with one big difference.
They travel surfaced high-
ways instead of Indian trails.
Fullerton would be envious
of the easier lot of the travel-
ing pastor of today. So would
his pony.



The preceding article told
of the first Christian service
in the Baraboo Valley, by the
Rev. Thomas Fullerton. His
efforts resulted in a small
Methodist Association, to
which the First United
Methodist Church in

Baraboo traces its beginning.-

The rapid growth of the
settlement into a village and
the subsequent development
of a county government in
1842 and statehood in 1848,
brought adherents of other
denominations to the cultur-
ally and philosophically
starved residents. The
Baptist and Congregational
groups were established in
1847, followed in 1851 by the
Presbyterians.

The Episcopalians were
close behind, arriving in
1853, with the Wesleyan and
Evangelical United Brethren
folks in the 1870s. The first
Catholic Mass was held once
a month in a hotel beginning
in 1850, and in 1860 they
bought the original
Congregational church, a
small red brick structure on
the southwest corner of Oak
and Second Streets. .

Many local churches were
not established until the
middle of the 20th century,
and Baraboo now numbers
at least 24 congregations.
This wide range of devotion
was typical of the rest of the
U.S,, where religion has
flourished thanks to the neu-
trality of the government
and the Constitution. In con-
trast, most European govern-
ments support one church
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with taxes and preferential
treatment. Their churches
are empty, compared to the
vitality of worship in our
country.

Fullerton’s challenge

Establishing a church on
the rough frontier was not
an easy task, as young
Thomas Fullerton learned
when only 11 people showed
up for his first service. Some-
how the group survived,
though his ministries only
occurred about every six
weeks.

In later years Fullerton
was invited to return and
speak at the Old Settlers’
annual meeting, where his
remarks were preserved in
print by historian Canfield.
Much of the rest of this arti-
cle will describe Fullerton
and his experiences, as typi-
cal of the circuit riders of
many of the denominations.

Fullerton was a native of
Christian County, Ky, and
was born in 1817. Shortly
after his birth his mother
became insane, and at age 17
his father was thrown from a
horse and killed. A kind
Presbyterian family provided
sustenance and religious
inspiration, but at 19 he

Circuit riders once brougﬁt
Christianity to the frontier

moved to Snake Hollow, Wis.,
now called Potosi, being occu-
pied as a salesman.

- He was licensed to

“exhort,” or speak, and his
employer, one George
Madiera, gave him a pony
and saddle and bridle “and
all you need besides, and go
in the name of the Lord.” In
July 1841, he was licensed to
preach, after five months of
exhorting.

Life was not easy for a cir-
cuit rider, whose charge usu-
ally covered some 200 miles.
In his first visit to the Sauk
Prairie he found but one
habitation on the trail
between Mineral Point and
the prairie. There the home
and tavern of “Father Teel”
was the focal point for all
activity, and the entire area
south of the bluffs had but
270 inhabitants in 1841,
including the colorful Count
Haraszthy.

Fullerton’s territory includ-
ed Muscoda, Blue Mounds,
Honey Creek Mills, Sauk
Village and others, a 200-
mile loop with virtually no
roads and few Indian trails.
A temporary bridge built
across Honey Creek in 1841
was welcome, since before
that his pony had to swim
the creek while Fullerton
took his baggage across on a
log. With regard to the pony,
Fullerton states that “some-
times my pony concluded
that it was as easy for me to
walk and carry my luggage
as it was for him to carry
that and me too.”

Fullerton found he was not
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Tales for the Sesquicentennial

They don’t make men like this anymore

by Bob Dewel

“A terror he was, with a character_as

rude and as varied as the roughly riilng
talused hills and deep rock-lined ravines of
the region of his adoption . . . while they
lasted, his tantrums struck fear to the timid
members of the little colony . . . Abe pos-
sessed an open-hearted generosity and a
certain rude sensé of justice — (yet) his wild
outbursts of temper shocked the communi-
1y :
Cole in his “Standard History of Sauk
County” has several pages devoted 1o Abe
Waod, including the above quotations. Cole
astutely obscrved that “men somelimes
secm 1o reflect in a remarkable degree the
altributes of their surroundings,” listing the
steely quanzite blulfs as a corollary as well
as thc wild nature of the largely unexplored
arca of Sauk County in the 1840s. Abe
Wood was on the commitice that explored
the rough countryside of Sauk County and
sclected the Baraboo River rapids arca as the
localion of the new county scat.

Wood is reporied to have been bluc-cycd
and red haired, six feet tall, with an unusual-
ly large head and six toes un one foot. He
waore pantaloons patched so often that the
pant legs had been “ampulated above the
patch and sewed in place again,” with the
patch on the back of the knee. Some yues-
tioned whether he was coming or going, but
not to his face! .

Early in life this Kentucky-bom woods-
nan came to Wisconsin, locating at the
Portage Fort arca, where he kept a grog
shop. When he killed a Pawnee Indian due
to some dispute, the uproar that followed
was silenced by his marriage, later solem-
nized by Eben Peck, to a Nalive American
woman from the Madison scltlement. She
already had a half-grown daughter, and in
1837 they produced a girl. In 1839 they

Abe Wood

From 'Abe Wood" by éole

allests to his pres-
ence in the settle-
ment that became
Baraboo.

The Prairie
Aristocrat

3| The story of
.| Count Haraszthy is
really a story of
Sauk Prairie rather
: |than of Baraboo.
However, the Count
did play a major role
in the -selection of
Baraboo as the
Counly Seat, and he
even opened a store
here in the new capi-
tal of the county in
the 1840s.

A previous article
told of the commit-
. I tee of six men who
" | considered shooting
the dog for food
while cxploring the
unknown wilds of
the county. The
Count was a mem-
ber of that party,

They were trying to lcave the stricken
man with a very reluctant landlord when
they saw that the steamboat was pulling
away without sounding the bell. Dumping
the poor sick man on the landiord’s
doorstep. the Baraboo Rushers swam to the
boat and commandcered it.

With a flourish of his tomahawk, Abe
assumied control of the stcamboat, crying,
“The Baraboo Rushers are not to be trifled
with,” and rclinquishing control only when
the boat ncared St. Louis.

along with Abe

Wood and historian Canfield. Because of the |

importance of his presence, we include the
Count as one of the true frontier characters

.of the Baraboo area.

A refugee from Hungary following the
failure of the democratic revolution led by

Sauk Prairie in July, 1840, and quickly
became a respected civic leader and promot~
er. He was known to Rev. Thomas Fulierton,
however, as rather pretentious and crratic,
but popular.

he had given his name and abn'ptly depant-
ed for California. In his 20 years in that
state, Count Haraszthy attained considerable
prominence in the General Assembly and as
assayer of the United States Mint in San
Francisco. He also had agricultural pursuits,
particularly in the growth of grapes using
Chinese laborers. One wonders if he was the
father of the Califomia wine industry.

In 1848, Haraszthy left for Nicaragua,
where his promotional lalents surfaced.
However in 1849, he disappeared forever,
perhaps drowning while exploring the
unknown areas of that country.

His village of Haraszthy later became
known as Westfield, and finally as Sauk
City. .

Observations
It is hard to picturc the courlly and
refined Count exploring the unknown arcas
of Sauk County in the company of the

. impulsive and barely civilized Abe Wood,

when they selected Baraboo as the sitc for
the.county seat in 1844. The Count was dri-
ven by his resentment of rival Prairie du Sac,
chosen as the first county seat over the vil-
lage named aftcr himself. It is hard to think
of the untutored Abe Wood as a iand specu-
lator for the Baraboo Rapids area, but he,

" 100, helped in making the choice.

" Yet these two men, accompanied by sur-
veyor-historian Canfield and thrce other

~men {(and a nervous dog) made the sclection,

perhaps because of the beautiful setting in

" the Baraboo River valley. The deal was
Louis Kossuth, the Count swept into the -

cemented when Preston Brigham, a resident
of Sumpter township rather than of Baraboo,
provided ;with his own money™ the cash to
purchase the land now known as downtown
Baraboo. It was he who gave the area its first
name, Adams.

L
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driftcd into the Baraboo Rapids area as its
first scttler, though Wallace Rowan and
Eben and Roscline Peck should perhaps
share that distinction.

Abe Wood's stormy personality *and
great physical strength dominated the more
timid members of the growing scitlement.
Historian Canfield {cit Abe's wrath afier a
perceived slight at a community picnic at
Skillet Creek. Canfield eluded Wood at the
Eben Peck cabin, so Abe in his anger leaped
upon the Peck dining table and “kicked the
cups and plates right and left to destruction.”
Apparently the Pecks did not challenge him.

At another time, Wood and three com-

panions 0ok passage on’ a  Mississippi.
steamboat, and a crewman came down wilh .
the dreaded cholera. When no one else on-
the boat would assist in putting the unfortu-
naic man ashore, Abe thundered, “Where is -
a blanket, thc Baraboo Rushers will take "

him ashore. We're not afraid of man or the
devil, much less a gripe in the stomach.”

Eventually Wood’s Indian wife and her
first child departed, leaving Wood's child

Margaret with him. Because of his violent

reputation, Margaret was given special con-
sxdcratlon by the other settlers.

Later. in Abe's absence and while sull a
{cenager, Margarct was masricd (o Charles
W. Perry of Milton. Abe was 50 incensed
that he shut his son-in-law up for a period of
time, but eventually relented and lhe trem-
bling groom was freed.

Shortly after this, Abe fell from a horse-
drawn wagon and after five weeks of agony
died from a head i mjury His burial place in
Albion did not a receive a marker, and its

.Jocation is. now unknown. Wood, however, )
.left a lasting impression on the settiementhe ™
*founded, and it was not all bad.: He loved
‘children, and also on occasion dispensed

rough but fair justice on his fellow settlers,
His strong physical attributes and overpow-

ering personality dominated the scttlement,

but to this day only a plaque in Ochsner Park

At various times Haraszthy operated a i

ferry, a steamboat, dairy, pig and sheep

farms, as well as stores in Baraboo and the -

SAuk Prairie area. Actually; his:settlement
was modestly named Haraszthy -after him-
self in what is now Sauk City, and was sur-
veyed at the lime by Canfield.

In 1844 he promoted his village of
Haraszthy o be the county seat, but Prairie
du Sac won the election. Its honor was
short-lived, for the Count, defeated in pro-
moting his village, joined and perhaps even
formed the committee which selected the

Baraboo Rapids as the counly seat, as

reported in a previous article. -

" .Despite his frontier surroundings, the
flamboyant aristocrat wore a’ slovepipe hat
.and prowled the forest wearing “a green silk
‘hunting shirt with. a wnde stlken sash of

. ~flaming red!”

* Unaccountably, ‘on Chnsl.mas Day of
1848, the Count and his wife and six chil-
dren pulied up stakes in the village to which

Both Wood and Haraszthy were gone in a
decade, one to his final resting place in an

‘unmarkesl grave, and the other.to greatcr

glory in'California, followed by disappear-

-ance in & foreign county. Only Brigham, fea-

tured in an eariler article in “The Bencfac-
tors of Baraboo,” lived out his years in our
area, serving in numerous.county offices.
Unmentioned so far are the other mem-
bers of the selection committee which
selected the new county seal. Canfield’s
“Sketches of Sauk County” affords him
some recognition. Other less colorful mem-
bers of the group of six were Edmund
Rendtorff " of Sauk City, and Thomas
Remington and Levi Moore. You will find
the lalter two names on streets in Baraboo.
However, nowhere in Baraboo wiill you
find an Abe Wood street, a Haraszthy Park
or a Brigham building. Are we failing to
honor our founders in the coming sesqui-
centennial-plus-10-year anniversary?
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The first courthouse in Baraboo, located about where the Al Rlnghng

Theatre is today.

Treasury Lloyd Bentsen to a
duel, the result of years of politi-
cal differences. Secretary
Bentsen, his honor not to be tar-
nished, accepts the challenge. It
is understood that a manly
appearance at the duel is the
real requirement, and that the
opponents may suddenly become
“bad marksmen that day. Their
honor assuaged, the duel is over
and they return to public life.
Such was not the case in 1804
as far as Burr was concerned.
Like Quayle, he too was a former
vice president. He, instead of
Jefferson, could well have been
our third president afier a series
of tie votes in Congress but
Hamilton, a former secretary of
the treasury, had reluctantly
thrown his support to Jefferson,
despite their political differences!
Note the similarities in the
offices Quayle and Burr had
held, on the one hand, and the
offices that Bentsen and
Hamilton held.

At any rate, Burr was smarting
from derogatory remarks by
Hamilton, and aimed to kill.
Hamilton d.led in a few days. He
might well have been president
instead of Madison, following
Jefferson’s two terms. Th.lS would
have changed the course of
American history, for unlike
Jefferson, a man of the people,
Hamilton espoused the aristocra-
cy and his governing style would
have favored the rich and power-
ful. This is a continuing struggle
in America!

. CONTRIBUTED

At any rate, we are thankful
that Quayle and Bentsen did not
engage in a duel, unacceptable
today but still acceptable at the
time of the Baraboo duel!

Rowan and the kiss

We mentioned above the rela--
tive anonymity of Wallace
Rowan, but there is one story
about him that is of interest. It
seems that he had two sons who,
in brotherly fashion, had
engaged in a dispute with each
other which had led to blows.

Rowan “happened to witness
the altercation. He stepped in
between them, took each by the
collar, and mxldly walked them
into the house,” relates Cole.

Quelling their protestations of
innocence and righteousness, he
put one on each side of the room
and assembled his rather large
family. He then “told the boys to
meet halfway and kiss, with
their heads up and pleasant.”

Rowan, unsatisfied with a
surly performance, had the oscu-
latory encounter repeated, and
the greater compliance by the
boys settled the matter. )

Such was frontier justice
among men and boys.
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How settlers
invoked frontier justice

“The enraged settlers fol-
lowed him finally to Sauk,
where he had taken refuge,
taking him from his bed one
stormy night and forcing him
to begin with them, on foot, a
return journey to Baraboo.
On the way, after repeated
threats of hanging, they
rolled him in a mud puddle,
and that brought him to
terms.”

The circumstances leadmg
to the above action are not
all that different from the
scams which are attempted
on all of us today. The differ-
ence is that while we have
access to an array of govern-
mental agencies to protect us
or go to bat for us, the set-
tlers had no ready access to
the law, and the resulting
compromise was called fron-
tier justice. Even when the
law was present, the settlers
had a way of deciding things,
as a U.S. marshal learned
during the sawlog war in
Reedsburg.

Here then is a story of how
that justice was meted out in
early Baraboo in 1847—but
the bad guy eventually won!

Land claims .

All of the western lands in
those days were originally
owned by the US. govern-
ment, which in turn allowed
its citizens to explore and
mark out claims on parcels
of land under most circum-
stances.

Baraboo's early settlers
had made their claims under
what they thought were
those rules. They were
angered to learn that the
government had now pro-
claimed those lands as for
sale “on the 20th of
November next, without giv-
ing the usual notice of six
months, as has always been
done, thereby denying the
settlers of timely notice.”

Claimant’s Assgciation -

Thus read the proclama-
tion of the Baraboo
Claimants Association,
organized on Sept. 7, 1846,
and chaired by Alexander '
Crawford. The matter was
serious, for it appeared that
lands occupied for years by
early settlers such as
Roseline and Eben Peck, and
cleared and improved over
those years, could be taken
from them by a stranger, or
even a friend. :

The proclamation contin:
ued, “it is unanimously
resolved that we will be in
readiness to protect each
other in our respective
claims to the utmost of our
power.” Nearly all local set--
tlers signed, including the
irascible Abe Wood, historian
Harvey Canfield, and some
56 other men. All signatures
are male. Missing is the
name of Eben Peck,
Roseline’s husband, who may
have already left for
California and possible
death.
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Despite the bravado, by
late summer 1847 some of
the settlers’ lands had been
claimed by and assigned by
the government to others,
notably the lands of Roseline
Peck. On Aug. 10 the
Claimants Society met at a
picnic table in a grove, and
was addressed by the ever-
present Count Haraszthy.
The resolutions which were
drafted specifically named
local residents Chauncey
Brown, a man named -
Esterbrook, and Simeon
Crandall.

It stated that “as Chauncey
Brown has chosen to seize
upon and enter lands
embracing all the improve-
ments of widow Peck, it is
resolved that we will defend
and protect each other; that
we will prevent any and all
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persons from tak
Ing possession
of the lands /4
thus
entered by
Chauncey

Roseline

QI NN \‘”~ %
Brown Jr., one Est;\r\};m"l\{"
and Simeon Crandall.”

The resolution concluded
ominously that the
Claimants Society would
“use our best endeavors to
punish any person or agent
of such person who shall
attempt to take possession of
or improve such claims.”
Strong talk indeed!

Taking action

Bella French Swisher, in
“American Sketch Book”,
reports that at that point it
was decided to force Simeon
Crandall to listen to the reso-
lution, and he was carmed to
the spot and lain on the pic-
nic table. He attempted to
escape, “and would have
done so had not an enthusi-
astic dog who had the
thoughts of the settlers at
heart, seized and detained
him.” Crandal] then relented
and made a satisfactory s¢t-
tlement with the original
landowners.

Chauncey Brown had fled
“to Sauk Prairie, and it wis
he that was taken from his
bed, as told in paragraph
one, threatened with hang-

ing, rolled in a mud pud-
dle, and returned to
Baraboo.

He is probably
lucky that they
did not think of
tarring and

feathering him,

It was Brown who had
claimed Roseline Peck’s land,
and at this point he deemed
it wise to deed the land back
to her. This was done by the
entire party returning to the
Sauk villages, where the
decd back to here was com-
pleted. Somehow she had to
pay some money in the bar-
gain. .

Does it sound like frontier
justice triumphed here?
Read on: “The matter did not
end here. The deed, having
been obtained by force, would
not stand in law, and by tak-
ing the matter into the
courts, Brown won the case.

“Nor was this all. The
money which was paid
(Brown) for the land was
never returned (to Roseline),
that the official (who held it
for sutckeeping) kept it. The
law suit was in court five
years, and cost Mrs. Peck
acveral hundreds of dollars.

“Besides all this, not being
able to prove her husband’s
death, (Eben was at'the timeé
repurted messacred on the

way to California)’she did’

not have the same advantage

in entering lands (claiming
them) as the others had. In
order to secure herself a
home, she borrowed money
at fifty percent interest and
purchased an eighty acre
piece.”

The Browns

Chauncey Brown seems to
have remained in the area
despite the indignity he had
suffered at the hands of the
irate Claimants. He had two
sons, William and George,
and they appear to have
claimed the water power in
the area of what is now the
Baraboo business district
south of the river. Indeed,
this must have been the
Brown family who founded
the village there, which took
the name of Baraboo. There
were a few lots on the north
side of the river also.

In improving the grist mill,
George was killed when a
timber fell on him, and his
estate was administered by
his father, Chauncey. There
seems to have been lingering
animosity toward the
Browns, for Swisher, in
speaking of a fire that
destroyed the grist mill, says,
“myself and a few others
were fully satisfied in our
own minds that it was the
work of an incendiary, and
who he was.” An enemy of
Brown? Her secret is not
revealed.

Even the venerable Harvey
Canfield was subjected to an
attempted claim jump.
Someone erected a building
on his claim, but the
Claimants Society is said to
have quickly torn it down
and burned it. Swisher says
that with a few exceptions,
the Society was generally
victorious, even “though the
law was not on their side.”

Other villages
Canfield established the

village of Lyons, now known.

as West I?arab,oo, in 1846. At
that time the village ot
Adams {now Baraboo), could
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hardly be called a village,
even though it had a some-
what precarious hold on the
county seat and a minimal
frame building for the pur-
pose. Canfield, a surveyor,
felt that the site to the west
was a more likely spot for a
village to arise, and laid out
Lyons with great hopes.

The central square was ,
named after DeWitt Clinton,
with whom he had worked
on the Erie Canal. Lyons
fared better than did
Manchester, a proposed vil-
lage in the area near the
present sewage disposal
plant. Another part of pres-
ent Baraboo seems to have
been laid out as Litchfield.

Money could be made in
those days by land specula-
‘tors, who platted out a myth-
ical village and publicized it,
sametimes deceptively, ta
prospective settlers from the
east.
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The widow Peck
It seems that the one per-
son who suffered the most
from claim jumping was
Roseline Peck. She was the
first woman to enter the
Baraboo River valley, arriv-
ing with her husband about
the same time that Abe
Wood and Wallace Rowan
came upon the scene, Wood
is generally regarded as the
founder of Baraboo, or at
least the first resident.
Within 10 years or so after
their arrival, Roseline had
outlasted Rowan and Wood
and her husband, and is
regarded by some as the real
founder of Baraboo. Indeed
she lived in the area for
some 60 years, until her
death in 1899. Roseline
Street is named after her.
She was a plucky woman
to have outlasted 86 many
assaults on her squatter’s .
¢laim, and became highly.
regarded in the community
for compassionate care of
sick individuals.






him as a musician who sangin the
Presbyterian choir in his native

Massachusetts before he moved
here. .

Sauk County also knew Préston
Brigham as the first Register of

Deeds, and as Judge of Probate. .

_ Indeed, he was a Commissioner on
the first county board, the board
which 150 years later declined to
recognize him!

Perhaps the board cannot be
blamed. The once familiar name in
Sauk County would be awkward
as the name of a building, and his
time of recognition had long since
passed. ’

But there is still another reason
to recognize Brigham, for he made
a significant beneficial contribu-
tion to our county. In April 1846,

Preston Brigham “purchased the
L

“Actually, the First
name of the village
surrounding the new

courthouse square

was not Baraboo”

Canfield continues: *“The
County Commissioners plotted the
quarter section into a village plot.
There were realized from the sale
of lots $4000. A fair sized court-
house of wood, two stories high,
and- a sham wooden jail (were
built) in April 1848. The court-
house was buiit on the north side
of Fourth street,” apparently where
the Al Ringling Theatre is now.

One might infer from the above

- the ramshackle jail.

Reedsburg challenged the loca-
tion of the county seat in 1852,
with some help from the state leg-
islature, but the effort failed. Soon
the wooden courthouse burned, to

be replaced by a somewhat more.

elegant brick structure in 1856. It
too burned at the turn'of the centu-
ry, and was replaced by the hand-
some classical courthouse which
still serves. .

During all these years until his
death in 1862 at the age of 82,
Preston Brigham remained a loyal
booster of Baraboo and Sauk
County, serving in many capaci-
ties. He died in his daughter's
home in the Town of Sumpter,

respected for his years of scrvice

to the area. The late Erhart Mueller

. the -summer -of

-indeed a satisfac-

1848,  there s
tion of the mort-
gage, but for $200,
not  $400, to
Brigham by the
Commissioners.
What does this
mean? Was
Brigham actually
paid for a loan to

the emerging coun-
ty? Or, did he “sat-
isfy” the morigage
by writing it off?
The records are incomplete, not
unusual in those days when a
man’s handshake was his word.
Canfield, who surely Xncw
Brigham, speaks of the purchase

Mustration couriesy of
Sauk County Historical Society
The old court house

-The Baraboo Carnegie Public
Library

-Judge James Karch

-Sharon Dithmar, Sauk County
Abstract and Title

*Prescott
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Augostin Haraszthy, the
Ubiguitous Count
Yesteryear Revisited
By Bob Dewel

Although we have mentioned
Count Haraszthy frequently in other
articles, a packet of materiai submitted
by Fred GCalley of Galley Studios,
Portage, calls for a more complete
examination of the life of this pioneer
Sauk City promoter.

Actually the Count's career is so
varied that some obituaries do not even
mention his years in Sauk City. From his
early career in Hungary to his eventual
prominence in California, followed by his
activity in Nicaragua, his life presents a
fascinating story of which his time in Sauk
County, though significant, is only a
small part of the narrative.

Hungary

We start at the beginning, about
1000 A.D., when according to one
account, the Haraszthy forebearers
were Huns, uncivilized hordes from the
steppes of Russia who overran much of
Europe. Actually, the first Huns came
500 years before that, and by 1848 the
descendants were civiized and often
cultured individuals, as was the Count.

AS a young man he was
important in Hungarian government, first
as one of the bodyguards of Emperor
Ferdinand, and eventually as private
secretary to the Viceroy of Hungary.
However, he fell in with the Hungarian
Freedom Fighter Louis Kossuth, and
when the rebellion failed in 1839, both
were forced to flee.

Then, as now, the United States
was the refuge for the disenchanted
ond discontented, and the Count
brought a number of settlers with him,
settling first near Koshkonong, and then,
in 1841, in what is now the Sauk City
areaq.

In 1842 he obtained permission
to return to Hungary to bring his wife and
tamily to the area, but had to abandon

his estate there. He remained in the
village named Haraszthy (now Sauk City)
until Christmas Day, 1848. At this time
he abruptly left for California.

Wisconsin

The Count apparenty had a
personality described in more than one
article as resttess and erratic. This proud
Hungarian nobleman was recalled in
1925 by the Sauk City Journal as restless,
energetic, and self-contained. but with
a romantic disposition. He “fiitted from
one undertaking to another with an
erratic abruptness that was reaily heroic.
His courtly, dignified manner, aristocratic
manner, and lofty mean (mien) was
familiar to the older residents of the
locality.”
" These qualities account perhaps
for his remarkable accomplishments in
Sauk County. He had a village platted,
and modestly called it Haraszthy. He
was the first to plant hops in the county.
For a time he had control of the
operation of a steamboat on the
Wisconsin River, as well as a ferry boat.
An expert horseman, he adapted well to
frontier Wisconsin, becoming a trader
and a hunter. Sauk City was not the
only village he founded, for Roxbury, in
Dane County, can make the same
claim.

Though there is little reference to
Columbia County in the papers we
have, the Historical Society there
recognizes him as an important area
personality.  Baraboo, however, has
significant ties to the Count, who
seemed at times to be everywhere. He
established a store in the river setttement
called Baraboo Rapids, perhaps the first
store there, with Baraboo's first absentee
ownership.

Perhaps his most  significant
contribution to Sauk County was the
location of the county seat in Baraboo.
Due to rivalies and obfuscation
between the vilages of Haraszthy and
Prairie du Sac, described in an earlier
article, an ad hoc committee’ headed
by the Count explored the largely
unsettled lands north and west of the
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Roseline Peck

There is a lot to this story, and we may not get it all In one article but lets begin
with Eben and Rosaline Peck, the first married couple to settle in Baraboo Rapids. They
had a son, Victor, and a baby daughter, Victoria, and like all early arrivais in America’s
western expansion,, they “staked a claim” to some land.

This seemed to be in accordance with the laws and customs of the times. They
developed the property, clearing their 80 acres of land for a cabin and adjacent
gardens, and lived there for seven years. Rosaline did, anyway, but Eben, in 1845, left for
Cdlifornia and the gold rush, never to be hear from again.

Albers explains it best as follows: “Rosaline Peck lacked ‘personhood’
status. At the age of 39 Rosaline was husbandiess but not exactly widowed; she had one
young daughter to care for, though her son was almost an adult when her husband,
Eben. left ih 1845. Although she had been 'in-charge’ of their public house operation for
decades, Rosaline could not own real estate, nor could she make a will or transfer real
estate to her heirs. When the government put her property on the market, she was
unable to buy if. Her legal existence was merged with that of her husband, and she
could not represent her own interests in court, and her husband was nowhere to be
found.”

Chauncey Brown Jr.

Enter the villian! Chouncy Brown Jr. was the son of an apparently respected local
promoter. His father, Chauncy Sr., developed much of what is now Baraboo's south side,
even including property near the corner of Ash and Water streets on the north side of the
river.  Young Brown realized that rosaline's staking a claim was not legally sufficient for
ownership of a piece of land. Though it was rare, filing a legal claim to an early pioneer’s
staked property did happen, and the Widow (2) Peck seemed a likely target.

The year was 1847, and others in the community who had staked claims
became nervous, partly because of their precarious legal status with regard to their land,
but also because of the high regard in which Rosaline Pack was held. She was for many
years the “welcome Wagon” of those days to strangers and newcomers, sheltering them
in her own home for a time. She also was the local medical authority, with various salves
and ointments and lotions and other remedies.

Partly out of that regard, but perhaps more for their won protection, a Claimants
Association was formed, How the association took the law into its own hands, tfo no avail.
Is described in the next article, which will follow in a future issue.
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Claimants Association
Fights Injustice in 1847

Yesteryear Revisited
By Bob Dewel

As related in the previous article
about Baraboo in 1847, Rosaline Peck
was husband-less and had no property
rights, even to the land they had staked
out seven years previously. They had
built a cabin and developed their 80
acres of land, but now their claim was
being “jumped" by Chauncey Brown, Jr.

Other early residents in  the
setflement were alarmed, mot only
because of the injustice to the Widow
Peck, but because some of them also
had no real claim to their property other
than that they had “staked a claim” a
few years before.

As a result, a Claimants
Association was formed with some 56 -
signatures, even including that of
Chauncey Brown Jr's father, also a
resident. Another leader was the
irepressiple  Count Haraszthy of the
village of Haraszthy, now Sauk City.

As was explained in the first
article, Assembly person Cheryl Albers
recently researched the matter deeply,
and presented a discussion of it
amounting to some fifty pages. We
thank her for approving our plan to
review this interesting part of our early
history. The document is too long to
reprint,  but in  surprisingly correct
legalese of the day, and after several
“Whereas’, the document stated the
case for the settlers. They claimed that
“for the purpose of securing to ourselves
our just rights, and to protect our
improvements, it is unanimously resolved
that we will be in readiness to protect
each other in our respective claims to
the utmost of our power.”

They stated that a claim should
consist of "not more than 320 acres, in
two legal subdivisions, for the purpose of
farms or settlement only, and not for
speculations.” In addition to the Count,

the local signers included such early
pioneer names as Levi Moore, and
Canfield ana Luther Peck—apparently
no relation to Rosaline.

The Vice-President was the
imepressible Abe  Wood, generally
recognized as the founder of what
became Baraboo. This is somewhat in
dispute, since the first settlement to bear
than name was that of Chauncey Brown
Sr., mostly on the south side of the river,
whereas Abe was in the western part of
what is now Baraboo, unincorporated
then.

The stage for further
confrontation was set in May, 1847.
Albers reports that Chauncey Brown Jr.
"purchased from the United States the
Sauk County property which Rosaline
{and her missing husband Eben} had
made improvement on valued at $300
to $500”, a large sum in those days.
Brown Jr. “received a copy of the deed
from the register of iand office in Mineral
Point,”

This called for another
declaration from the local citizens,
again with several “whereas'.” They
stated that “it is resolved that we will
defend and protect each other, that we
will prevent any and all persons from
taking possession of the lands thus
entered by Chauncey Brown Jr., and
punish any person or agent of such
persons who shall attempt to take
possession of or improve such claims.”

Rosdiine's land was apparently
located in the general neighborhood of
the present pumping station and
Manchester Road, on the south side of
the river, lands later occupied by the
Manchester Mill.  This is known as the
lower oxbow areq, referring to the loop
or bend in the river at that point.

At about this same time,
Chauncey Jr.'s brother, George, hired a
surveyor to plat some thirty lots adjacent
to and west and north of the Peck claim.
This was a legitimate claim apparently,
and he named the area “Baraboo”. |t
included a few lots on the north side of
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Claimants Strike, Supreme Court Strikes Back

Yesteryear Revisited
By Bob Dewel

In this the third and final (finally!) episode of early Baraboo and its claim stake
residents, we write of the rough nature of frontier justice, and its fate in the Supreme
Court of Wisconsin.

Readers will recall the two previous articles in which the Widow Peck, in an age
when women had no property rights, had her 7 year old cabin and 80 developed acres
“jumped"” or legally claimed, by Chauncey Brown Jr., the villain in our story.

State Representative Cheryl Albers has researched the matter in depth, and a
copy of her research is available at the Sauk County Historical Society for those who
want more details. As she reported, a Claimants Association had been formed by the
leading local citizenry, and they were incensed at Brown's efforts to claim by legalistic
means the widows property as his own.

The Claimants Act

As reported in Cole's Standard History of Sauk County, and condensed by Albers,
November 23, 1847 was not one of Chauncey Brown Jr's better nights. Cole says that on
that night Rosaline's brother-in- law Luther Peck, BCA President John Crawford, and
others “illegally and with force...dragged” Chauncey Brown Jr. from the Prairie Du Sac
house/hotel of Marcus Warren "with nothing on but his shirt.” He was “urged to make a
deed to the widow Peck" of the land, although Brown Jr. “kept refusing.”

Subsequently 15/20 men took him “up the street", a threat was made to throw
him in the river, but instead Brown Jr. “was rolled in the mud and snow up 1o three fimes.”
The thoroughly chilled Brown was then taken to Fife's Tavern where notary public Cyrus
Leland awaited, "with deed ready—prepared to be executed.”

Luther Peck offered $100, and Brown stood mute but apparently in acceptance
of the deed. Brown was now allowed to leave the tavern, and apparently never
returned to claim the $100. It now being midnight, the group left and the tavemn closed
for the night, affer one of its more unusual activities.

In an earlier arficle {Vol. |, page 21), we report a similar application of frontier
justice to one Simeon Crandall, as reported by Belle Swisher in an early account. |t
involves a picnic table and a dog. Alpers research apparently found little of note on this
or other matters in the ensuing three years, a notable exception being the accidental
death of Chauncey Jr's brother George while putting up an addition to the mili.

The Legislature acts

There were, however, two important events in 1859. The first was the action of the
state legislature granting women sole ownership rights in real estate, rent issues, and
profits.

This was of little consolation to Rosaline Peck, for that same year Chauncey Brown
Jr. filed suit against her and Abraham (Abe) Wood seeking to void the 1847 deed, due to
Brown's allegation of “duress, force, and fraud"” and other allegations. The matter
dragged on until 1853, when the Circuit Court ordered the deed null and void. Albers
reports that Rosaline was ordered to “quiet title and deliver up the property to Brown Jr.".

To make matters worse, the State Supreme Court upheld in the ruling in
December, 1853. The action of the Claimants Association was declared to be "a case
of the most lawless violence and mistreatment.”  Brown was lightly reprimanded for
claim jumping when other land was available.

Brown takes possession

By 1855 Rosaline had sold her cows, and bormrowed money at 50% interest (i} to

purchase other property. Rosaline had not suffered the last of her troubles even yet, for
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Roseline Peck’s
Descendants are

Numerous

Yesteryear Revisited
By Bob Dewel’ .

- connection.

]

Regular readers of Yesteryear
Revisited wil remember frequent
references to the troubled life of pioneer
Baraboo woman Roseline Peck. We also
know how her Baraboo land claim was
jumped by Chauncey Brown. Now we
can report that she was the subject of

similar misdoings previously in the then

very litle village of Madison. Roseline
has been pictured several times in
previous articles

There is also much more to be
learned from recent arficles by Ross
Cuny of Wisconsin Dells, which
appeared previously in the Dells Events
newspaper. Cumy was a long time staff
member there, and now wiites well
‘documented historical items. He has
generously allowed us to add to our
knowledge of Roseline and her
sometimes tragic life. Actually, as we
shall see, Cuny is related by marriage to
the Peck descendants, and is on
occasion in touch with them.

Roseline in Madison

It dl began in Wisconsin's
pioneer days, when Roseline (Willard)
Peck, wife of Eben Peck, both of
Vermont, amived in Wisconsin in 1836.
While running a boarding house in
Belmont in 1837 they were approached
. by the Temitorial Governor, Judge Doty.
He convinced them to move to what

was to become Madison and provide

similar services for the surveyors and
others who were building a capitol
building there.

Though expecting her second
child, Roseline traveled there from
Belmont, riding all day the second day
on an Indian pony, and camping in
wagons in a snow storm along the way.
Accompanying the Pecks was their 3

year old son, Victor, who later grew up in
Baraboo, Victor's son was Cumy's
father's first cousin, hence the family
More on the Peck
descendants in a moment.

Here we learn for the first time
about Abe Wood, Iater Baraboo's
ematic settler and claimant as its first
founder, Abe was in charge of building
a cabin for the Pecks in Madison, which
was unfinished when they amived but
became sort of a boarding house and
probably tavern for the workmen.

It was here that Roseline Peck
gave birth to a girt on Sept. 14, 1837, the
first white child to be born in Madison.
The child was named Wisconsin Victoria
Peck, and we have wiritten about her
and her first husband, Attorney N.W.
Wheeler. She did not have children, but
her brother Victor did, and that is how
the Peck line was continued to this day.

Roseline’'s husband Eben served
as justice of the peace in the little village
of Madison, and we leam from Cuny
that Peck performed the marmiage of
Abe Wood and an Indian maid, the
daughter of Chief DeKaury (Decorah).
The wedding date was April 3, 1838.

Eviction twice

Frontier life seems fraught with
misdeeds, and Cumry reports that, while
in Madison, "After clearing 80 acres,
breaking sod, pufting in fences,
buildings, and other improvements,
Judge Doty showed up and said he had
sold them the wrong piece of land and
they would have to move off."” ’

Regular readers will recall that a
few years later, with Eben gone, Roseline
was also evicted form land in Baraboo
which she had developed similarly, and
again had to start over, this time without
a husband. Eben had left for Oregon
and was never heard from again—
though some claim he was later located
and found to be remarmied and with a
new family.

The Descendants
We have chronicled Roseline's

story in previous article, but now have -

information on her descendants. It was
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The great Indian scare

“Baraboo is in flames, and
the Indians are massacring
all the people.”

Such was the cry of a
panic-stricken settler, Mrs.
Shew, as she fled in her
nightclothes to the Brewster
home north of the bluffs.

The cry was taken up by
her sister-in-law, Mrs.
Brewster, who then came
over the bluffs bare-footed
and out of breath to spread
the alarm. Thus began the
great Indian scare of 1844, a
perfect example of how a
harmless encounter can be
amplified into a crisis.

The treaty

Despite the somewhat infa-
mous 1837 treaty relegating
all Native Americans to ter-
ritories west of the
Mississippi, many of them
had returned to their home-
land in Sauk and other coun-
ties. Like all returns home
after an absence, things are
not the same, and the
sparsely settled territory for-
merly theirs now seemed, in
their eyes, to teem with
white settlers from the East.

In truth, things really had
changed, for the county
which had no white residents
in 1837 had some 13,614
souls by 1855. Baraboo’s pop-
ulation is not known, but it
was large enough to have
several saloons, since it was
this same year, 1854, that
the women of the town initi-
ated their whiskey war —
mentioned in another article.

At-any rate, it was an
uneasy meld of cultures, with
the settlers wary of the
Indians and their return,
and the Indians curious
about the settlers and anx-
ious for samples of new foods
and material goods, so unfa-
miliar to their former way of
life.

The incongruity of the cul-
tures: led to much fear
among the settlers. especlaﬂy
It was ‘a situation ripe for -
serious misunderstandings,
and that happened in 1844.

Both Butterfield in his
“History of Sauk County”
and Bella French Swisher in
“The American Sketch Book”
relate the story, as told by

James Taylor, later of Spring -

Green.

Swisher’s account was pub-

lished about 1875, and
Butterfield’s shortly after-
ward, and the accounts are
identical, with direct quotes
from Taylor, who was present
when Mrs. Brewster arrived.
Butterfield probably copied
Swisher’s account, but in
1875 the story was already
30 years old, and perhaps
embellished by time and
retelling.

The scare

At any rate, as related in
the opening paragraph, the
panic-stricken Mrs. Brewster
arrived, “having come over
the bluffs barefooted, bring-
ing the news that old
Richard Clark had been
killed by the Indians, and the
‘savages’ were coming this
way,” Taylor said.

Like Paul Revere only 79
years before, alarmed men
mounted steeds and rode
through the country51de of
the fertile prairie below the
bluffs, the prairie itself-
named Sauk after an Indian
tribe, to warn the populace.
The advice given was to
“take care of yourself ... wag-
ons could be heard going
every direction.”

Taylor himself then went
to a neighboring farm, pro-
cured a pony, and made the
rounds of the neighborhood.
When he told Philo Barber’s
brother the news, “The
strong man trembled like an

of 1844

aspen,and faltered. What
should I do? Again I gave
the advice Take care of yom\—
self,” he said.

By this time Taylor had
reached to lower part of the
prairie settlement, and he
and some other men then
returned to the bluffs, where
“There was terrible confusion
by this time ... Thomas Tabor
made provisions for his wife
to make her escape — in
some wagon, I think, to
where they were thinking of
making a place of defense.”

The fort

It developed that people
were collecting at Uncle Bill
Johnson’s for self-protection, .
bringing old guns and pitch-
forks and “such treasures as
they possessed.” In all there
were about 150 people, with
“the women and children
into the cellar and the men
to stand battle.”

By early morning, with no
sign of the Indians, “we held
a council of war, and conclud-
ed to send a scout to recon-
noiter the grounds in the
neighborhood of (supposedly
deceased) Uncle Clark’s
house ... but not a soul dared
to act as a scout except John
Grey,” who started out alone.
After an hour and a half
passed, a company of men
headed by David Baxter
formed a scouting party to
look for him. In a mile they
found him and heard his
story, after which a remark-
able thing happened.

The scouting party put
spurs to their horses and
rushed back, crying: “The
Indians are upon us!” The
women and children fled to
the cellar, and “stout hearts
stood in anticipation.”
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A copycat and a farce

YESTERYEAR
- REVISITED

You'd think that the Indian
scare of 1844, described in
the previous article, would
have taught the settlers a
lesson, but on Aug. 13, 1845
a very similar incident took
place in the Sauk Prairie
area, promoted by a Baraboo
monomaniac,

A monomaniac is a person
obsessed or pre-occupied
with one subject, to the point
of irrational behavior. We see
it today in women’s clinic
bombings and in the current
postal worker and school
shootings. We also see copy-
cat actions when a bomber or
a shooter is “successful” in
his action, such as bomb
threats by those who want to
get into the act.

This was the case with a
Baraboo man, unnamed by
Canfield in his “History of
Sauk County,” who created
havoc in Sauk Prairie with
an Indian scare like that of
the previous year, which had
involved Mrs. Shew and Mrs.
Brewster and the people in
the bluffs. It is reported in
detail in Belle French
Swisher’s “American Sketch
Book.”

The alarm

This person alerted his sis-
ter, who lived six miles north
of the Sauk Prairie area,
with a claim that “the
Indians were burning the
houses and murdering the
people at Baraboo Valley —
that he saw the flames and
heard shrieks from the peo-
ple”

Quickly dressing the chil-
dren, she and her brother
and a roomer set out for the
Sauk settlements in the dead
of night. They reached A.

Jameson’s and urged him “to

alarm the neighbors, for the
people were all massacred at
Baraboo.” .

Canfield says that the peo-
ple involved were considered ..
to be truthful, so “from hpusg '

to house (Jameson) went,
and others went, and in a
short time the whole settle-
ment was in a boil of excite-
ment.”

The scene seems almost
identical, except for location,
to the scene the previous
year in the bluffs area. Here
people headed for the Sauk
villages, alarming others
along the way, and even the -
area below Lower Town, now
called Sauk City, was routed
out.

Eventually “before daylight

all Sauk was rendezvouzed
(sic) at Upper Town (Prairie
du Sac).” Count Haraszthy
was chosen captain, and
scouts were sent out, feeling
their way to Baraboo.
Meantime one person was
wounded when the black-
smith’s gun went off by mis-
take.

The scouts, of course, found
Baraboo inhabitants “at their
usual employment, and
entirely ignorant of the
intense excitement” that had
been created.

Curiously, it was not con-
sidered to be a practical joke,
for “it was evident that the
intention was good and came
from a monomaniac.”

% in Sauk Prairie

As in the previous incident
the year before, the
Winnebagos, as they were
called then, had unknowing-
ly gone about their business.
The problem of differing cul-
tures remained, but the les-
sons learned perhaps made
slow progress possible.

The settlers’ fears were not
entirely groundless, Only 13
years had elapsed since the
so-called Black Hawk War.
Originally defiant early in
1832, the Indians were soon
in flight across Wisconsin
and Sauk County, pursued
by U. S. government troops.
Now, 13 years later, many
had infiltrated back into the
territory despite a rather
controversial treaty, raising
‘concerns among the settlers.

The real altercations
Curiously, the real alterca-
tions during these early
times were not between
‘Nativé Americans and white

“settlers, but disagreements

among the settlers them-
selves. Mentioned in previ-
ous articles was the saw-log
war in 1851 or 1852 between
Baraboo and Reedsburg,
with the U.S. marshal
detained in'jail for a time.
Also mentioned previously
was the whiskey war of
1854, in which Baraboo
ladies were fined for invad-
ing local saloons and destroy-
ing all alcoholic beverages.
The Sauk Prairie area
itself, in its early days, had
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an extended battle between
residents and river raftsmen,
in which the lawyer for the
latter had to flee to

Prairie du Sac to

avoid an unknown

and certainly unde-

sired fate at the

hands of the local

mob, armed with

cudgels. Butterfield

says the German

residents were slow

to anger, but formi-

dable when the occa-

sion required it.

The Winnebago

As for the Indians,
many had returned to
their traditional hunting
grounds in Sauk
County after their
forced removal to Iowa
and Minnesota. Among
them was Chief
+ Yellow

Thunder, who had to return
twice but eventually owned a
considerable acreage on
County A just south of the
interstate highway. Like the
whites, he and others paid
taxes. :

The Winnebago, now called
Ho-Chunk, are now large
landowners, and employ
more people in the casino
than any other industry in
the county. This writer is not
qualified to address the cur-

rent question of taxation or
other compensation for thee
growing land ownership of
tribal lands — future histor1-
ans can deal with this mat-
ter!

It appears, though, that the
only Indian “uprisings” in

Sauk County were in the
imagination of one woman
and in the troubled mind of a
man.

Poem

Settlers in those.days:had
among them several people
of high educational back-
grounds. Since the frontier
was almost completely lack-
ing in cultural opportunities,
say nothing of our modern
TV and its endless commer-
cials, or of radio, or of motion
pictures, those persons of
educational quality often
resorted to prose or poetry to
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express their thoughts and
experiences.

Hence this poem by one
Samuel Shaw, whose 17 vers-

es have been reduced to the
more essential ones for this

story:

Indian War on Sauk
Prairie
by Samuel Shaw

Good sir, attend
and hear a friend,
chant forth a
measured ditty.
Droll things I'll
tell which once
befell
Around Sauk Prairie

City!

From Baraboo hills,
o'er rocks and rills,
Hard by the Devils
Lake, sir,

Black
Hawk

At
dead of
night, in sore
affright,
Ran men o'er bog
and brake, sir.

Without a gun, to Sauk
they run

and tell a fearful story;

‘The scalping knit¢ was tak-
ing life,

around lay corpses gory.

The news did spread, and
roused from bed '

A score of sturdy yoemen;

Upon their feet and in the
street,

To fight the Indian foeman.



From friends to friends the
news extends,

And Parson raised a
broomstick;

E’en aged dames caught
war-like flames,

While Satan twirled the
drumstick.

On moonlight green, there
soon was seen

A band of valiant freemen,;

Armed for the field with
sword and shield,

And guns in moonlight
glea.nung

In martla.l ire, with eyes of
fire,

All ready at command, sir,

“Tis right at first to know
the worst,

Are Indians out in band,

sir,

Then they propose where
sun arose

To send and watch their
motion; :

The matter sift, ask Red
Men if

For fight they have a
notion?
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Through woods and rills,
oer rocks and hills

O’er prairie dell and fern,
sir,

To Baraboo where owls
hoo, hoo,

Did go Sauk Prairie men,
sir,

To seat of war they now -

repair;

No Indians there were
prowling;
" One Peter Funk that night
lay drunk,

and raised a theous howl-
ing.

The which was heard by
talking bird,

‘Who for his life did scrab-
ble; R N

On that dread night, in
horrid fright,

Did scare us with his gab-

- ble, :

The public mmd re,)owed to
find .. .

No danger thence was
pending,

The fright was bad, no
fight they had,

The dread of carnage end-
ng.

The clash of arms no more
alarms,

Blind peace smiles on our
prairie;

Far, far from strife, runs
every life,

Altho’ our fortune vary.



Steamboats and a

Murder in Sauk City

Tales From Earlier Pays
By Bob Dewel

In many previous articles we
have written of murders and lynchings
involving Sauk County people in earlier
days. Now, in a clipping in the Southard
scrapbooks at the Sauk County Historical
Society, we find another murder which
many found justified, and for which the
admitted murderer served only two
years before being pardoned!

The story, by Robert Richards,
was published on August 2, 1924, but
concerned his memory of events in 1847,
when Richards was apparently in his
teens. It seems that among the county
residents was the “Hunter Davis" family,
Davis being a hard drinking man from
the general area of Honey Creek. He
also was a good hunter with a
reputation as a dead shot.

Living in Sauk City was another

large and powerful man and operator
of the livery stable, named Bill Millard.
Richards says of him “I doubt very much
if he ever fred a gun before the
shooting” though this is hard to believe
about a man in those frontier days. The
Davis and Milard families were
“apparently on familiar terms, as Mrs.
Davis came to the Millards one day,
saying that Davis had been abusing her
in his drunken state, and had threatened
to kil her. She wanted them to come
home and stay with her that night, to
which they agreed, Davis being in town
and drunk.

What happened at the home is
not stated, but the next day Davis
appeared in town with a rifle,
threatening to shoot Millard on sight.
Millard disappeared for several days, but
Davis would not relent in his threats, and
the local officials did nothing to deter
him in his proclaimed quest for murder.
Richards says Millard hid in the Giimore

warehouse for several days, hoping for
Davis to cool down.
The Murder

When Davis appeared in town a
few days later with a double barreled
shotgun, Millard obtained an old musket
loaded with buck shot, but remained
hidden in the warehouse, taking up a
position in a window., When Davis
approached the warehouse, Millard
took aim and shot him with six volleys,
five of which struck Davis in the breast,
producing instant death.

Millard then went outside and
gave himself up to the law, now
belatedly ready to participate in the
feud. He was put under guard in a small
hotel between the street and the river.
Soon it ' was necessary to transfer him to
Baraboo, the procession including three
militia men whom Richards says were
armed, oddly, with swords! At the foot
of the bluffs the militia men stopped at
the Pabst tavern for beer. The sheriff and
Milllard proceeded up the bluff road,
the latter being in handcuffs,

On the way up, the wagon or
buggy broke down, and the sheriff
could not fix it without help. No sword-
bearing miiitia being in sight, the sheriff
asked Millard “if he would promise not to
attempt to escape if he took off the
handcuffs so he could help him."” Millard
agreed, and soon they were back on
the way to Baraboo. The guards
apparently never appeared after their
stop at the Pabst tavern.

Millard’s sentence was for five
years at Waupon, but in two years he
was pardoned. Richards says Millard
learned to read and write in prison.
Upon his return to Sauk City, he “sold
everything he owned, his son-insfaw did
the same, also his brothers, and they left
Sauk and have never been heard from
since. * The fate of Mrs. Davis was not
given.

Steamboats and fistfights

Sauk City was a river town and a
frequent stopover for loggers and
riverboat men. Richards recalls
steamboats making regular runs to as far
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Ferries and Toll Bridges in Pioneer Times

Tales of Earlier Bapsg
By Bob Dewel

Suppose it is 1840. You are moving your family from Ohio to the newly opened
land called Wisconsin. Friends or family who went ahead have written of the glories of
the new areq, with lakes and forests and virgin prairies not found in abundance in Ohio.
Like most Americans of the time, you are seeking a better life for your growing brood.

All of the family has been packed, along with your meager worldly goods, into a
covered wagon, pulled by two ornery oxen and perhaps with a mule tethered in the

rear. There are no roads to follow, only the wagon trails of those who preceded you,

and only a rare cabin to relieve the wild horizon. Haphazard settiements are often more
than a day's travel apart.

What is perhaps your greatest obstacle in this lonely trek? Not mountains, for the
land is basically flat or slightly rolling. Wild animals are startled by the racket produced
by your wagon as it lumbers along in the rutted trail you are following, and do not prey
upon you. But the rivers are emrratically either at flood stage or, hopefully, placid. Even
when placid, rocks under the water and swirling eddies threaten to break a wheel on the
wagon or wash away the contents if it tips. The greatest challenge of all, in this
hypothetical trip, is the Wisconsin River.

The Flatboats

Fortunately your fellow Americans are skilled workmen and canny entrepreneurs,
and in some areas one can find a ferry, or even a bridge. Such was the case in Prairie
du Sac and Sauk City, both of which developed river crossings soon after the land west
and north of the river was opened for settlement.

We have already written about later fermry crossings at Merrimac, spelled
Mermimack then, including pictures (my Section 1-68), and will confine this discussion to
the Sauk-Prairie crossings. A newspaper article from Oct 25, 1923 quotes a pioneer Sauk
City settler, P.J.R. Post, as saying that the first flatboat was built in 1839 by Bemry Haney,
and was poled across the river.

Count Haraszthy, of whom we have frequently written, purchased the rights on
October 14, 1844. Foot passengers were caried across the river in a skiff, the lease
holder now being Robert Richards, with John Hawley steering the flatboat. By 1844
Prairie du Sac already had a bridge of sorts, and the competitive Saukites persuaded the
legislature to grant them the necessary rights to build a bridge despite opposition from
Prairie du Sac (were they called Sacites?).

First Brdge

The village committed $2500 to the project, which included a causeway, but
early attempts failed and Post says that it was 1860 before Marcus Warren completed
the work, now in association with H. Miller and others. There were a couple exchanges of
ownership, and then a freshet washed away the two spans. The date of this loss is not
given, but they were replaced and apparently served until 1866, when Miller sold the
enterprise to Mr. Stengelhammer. A heavy storm washed out the span and causeway in
1878, and this time the bridge was rebuilt with steel girders. The village stood for $5000 of
the $9000 cost. It was a progressive city council v

Steel bridge

Finally, in 1888, a sturdy steel bridge spanned the river, with a new feature, tolls
with a toll gatherer. This bridge served until 1922. Records show that The tolls for the first
year came to $1,848.35 and on the first day it was used by 16 teams, two single teams,
one rider, one foot passenger (¢} and five cattle, that day’s take being $5.02
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Baraboo's First School
was Pretty Drafty

Yesteryear Revisited
By Bob Dewel

Suppose your child returned from
their first day of school and said that the
cracks in the walls were so wide “you
could throw a cat through the cracks
and not touch a hair.”

This conversation could have
happened with regard to Baraboo’s first
schoolhouse. The story about the wide
cracks is perhaps exaggerated with
fime, but it was also said that the
doorway was so small you had to stoop
to enter, so the building must have been
very crude.

The First Public School

On June 22, 1844 Wallace
Rowan, Lewis Bronson, and historian-fo-
be william H. Canfield had selected a
site at the suggestion of Eben Peck. [t
was located, after some discussion, on
"Seventh Avenue slightly east of the
corner of Birch, on the south side of the
street, facing north.”  One account
locates it at 327 Seventh Avenue. It was
later used as a dwelling, though during
its time as a schoolhouse it was also used
on occasion as a courtroom, town hall,
and general meeting place.

This article was inspired by
someone who brought a description to
the office of Dr. Matt Colby, but it
develops that it was a typewritten copy
of the account by Cole in his “History of
Sauk County.” At the outset, Cole says
the cracks in the logs were filed with
batten. The blackboard was all of 2 %2
by 5 feet in size, with no desk for the
teacher, and the students sitting on
backless benches.

The first teacher was E.M. Hart,
an acquaintance of Eben Peck, residing
recently in the Prairie du Sac area. It is
said that Hart had the previous year

conducted a school privately on the
south side of Baraboo, in an old log
building. His curriculum consisted of
reading, writing, spelling, and elocution
the first year, with grammar and
arithmetic added the second year. His
salary was in the form of gifts, perhaps
$25 per month, and he was said to have
“fine manners, but not extra smart.”

A bachelor, Hart became
enamored of one of his pupils, Eveline
Gilson, age 14, and they were married.
it was the first white man’s marriage in
the Baraboo valley, according to
Canfield. They lived in a lean-to
attached to the school. Among the
pupils were Eben and Roseline Pecks
children, Victor and Victoria. Victoria
Street in Baraboo is named after Victoria
Peck, about whom we have written in
the past..

‘It is believed Hart taught for only
one year in Baraboo, then at Sauk City,
and then back to the south side of the
village with about 30 pupils. Other early
teachers included D.XK. Noyes, R.P.
Clement, and Wm. H. Joy. After it was
abandoned as a school, the building
was sided with boards and became a
dwelling, on Seventh Avenue.

Union Village School

The rapidly growing vilage soon
required more commodious quarters for
a school, and in 1850 a two-story frame
building thity five feet square was
erected in Block 38, on the north side.
This is the present location of the
Veterans Memorial area on Third Street.

By 1849 the 1850 building had
long been inadequate, and a three
story brick school with cupola was
completed in 1871 (Butterfield says
1870}, at a cost of $33,000. 1t was said to
have a capacity of 870 students, though
not by modern standards.  This
apparently was mostly a grade school
untit 1877, when high school curricula
were added, thanks to a grant from the
State Commission of School and
University Lands. it is this building which
burned in February, 1906, and was
replaced by a red brick school in the
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Baraboo’s first school, and
a teacher in love

BOB
DEWEL
v

YESTERYEAR
REVISITED

The recent article about the
Baraboo Collegiate Institute
raises a sufficient number of
questions that a review of
early schooling in Baraboo
seems appropriate. A pleas-
ant surprise was the discov-
ery that the 1997 high school
annual staff did a remarkable
job, under the guidance of
Mrs. Chickering, in chroni-
cling the first graduating
class in 1872, More on that
later.

Early private schools

By 1844 it was evident in

the little village .of Adams
that education of the commu-
nity’s youth must be
addressed. Historians Can-
field and Butterfield say the
first school was a private
enterprise of one E.M. Hart. A
building was planned in the
present Ochsner Park area,
with Canfield, Rowan, and
Bronson as sponsors. How-
ever, building had hardly
begun when the site was
moved, at the suggestion of
Eben Peck, to the approxi-
mate present neighborhood of
West Elementary School,
which was then virtually out-
side the city limits.

This first building was
mentioned in a previous arti-
cle as being so crude that “you
could throw a cat through the
cracks without touching a
hair” By 1850 a newer build-
ing corrected some of these
defects, and was two stories,
but it was later moved to the
northeast corner of Ash and
Fourth, as it was replaced in
'1870 by an even better build-
ing.

The tenure of the first
teacher, E.M. Hart, created a
great deal of interest.
Canfield reports that “Mr.
Hart came to Baraboo a bach-
elor of about forty years of
age; but a lass of fourteen
years, a pupil in his first
school at the ‘Boo” — Miss
Eveline Gibson — softened
and warmed up his :stoic
heart, and the Chief Justice of
Baraboo — Don C. Barry —
tied fast the hymeneal knot.
This was the first white
man’s wedding in the
Baraboo Valley.”

.By 1870 the growing village
found it necessary to build a
new schoolhouse at a cost of
$33,000. Located on block 38,
which later would be the
present Civic Center location,
it had three large rooms, serv-
ing as a high school. By this
time, according to school
records, some 736 children
were eligible to attend
Baraboo schools, of which 534
did. There was also a school
building on the south side of
the river for elementary stu-
dents, replacing an earlier
board shanty building there.

According to Canfield, the
Baraboo schools were among
the best in the state, but the
school system “must grow
better and stronger, or it will
deteriorate, for there is no
stand-still point in this fast
age.” Apparently every gener-
ation thinks that its age is
one of rapid change!

The female seminary

Contemporary to the Col-
legiate Institute was the
Baraboo Female Seminary,
organized in 1856 and char-
tered by the Legislature. A
denominational school spon-
sored by the Presbyterians,
the seminary had “fine build-

ings,” which later were sold to
the Episcopalians, and were
located at the present corner
of the Episcopal Church loca-
tion. Butterfield says, “As the
public schools grew into favor

. and became more popular ...

the state of private schools
began to wane and the doors
of the Female Seminary were
finally closed.”

There were a few other
short-lived operations. Maria
Train’s school in 1854, and
Miss Hathaway and her
school for Masters and Misses
in 1864 are examples.
Canfield concludes, “School
advantages have always been
ample at Baraboo.”

. The class of 1997

It is not every year that a
high school annual rises
above the usual, but to a lover
of history, the 1997 Baraboo
High School annual, the
Minnewaukan, achieves that
stature. It took a chance
perusal in a barber shop,
while waiting for the tonsori-
al skills of John McNabb, to
introduce this writer to this
publication, which celebrates
125 years of high school in
Baraboo. .

The first page, for example,
features the class photo mon-
tage of the class of 1872,
Baraboo High's first gradua-
tion class. There were all of 10
graduates, and the news
report from the Baraboo
Republic read as follows: “The
exercises consisted of the
reading of essays, declama-
tions, &c., by the graduating
class ... (they) were well
received and delivered, with
only a few failures in memo-
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Baraboo gets a Schoolteacher in 1850

Yesteryear Revisited
By Bob Dewel

It is the impossible dream of every historian to be transported back to an earlier
era, and to interview people.on their home turf, in their own time period.

Such is the case in r'egdtd;fro the early history of Sauk County and Baraboo, for
too often our knowledge of the past is confined to second hand information. We are
lucky to have the copious writings of Wm Canfield, including his rather complete reports
of the Old Settlers Society meetings. But oh how we would like to personally interview
Abe Wood or Eben Peck, for example!

Well, we have the next best thing, memoirs of an early schoolteacher, in her own
words. This is contained in a long personal letter from Mrs. C. C. Remington to the newly
formed Sauk County Historical Society. It was read to the group on Feb. 6, 1907 by
Emma Gatticker.

Four Day Buggy Ride

In the entire very long letter, the schoolteacher’s maiden name is not given, but a
search of Historical Society records revedis it to be Maria Train. At the invitation of a
Baraboo Methodist minister, James Flanders, the 18 year old girl arived in Baraboo after
a four day open buggy ride from Milwaukee over unmarked trails and bogs.

As was the custom in those days, before tavems and roadhouses, the travelers
sought shelter by “amiving at a small village (Aztalan) at dusk. We drove up to the most
hospitable looking house and requested a nights lodging.”  They were generally well
received, except at one small cabin where she remained awake all night in fear of the
owners, but without incident. Taking the ferry at Dekorrah, they amived in Baraboo on
the evening of the fourth night, entering the village at its eastern boundary at the time,
this being the intersection of Fourth Street and East Street.

Their destination, however, was a low story and a half house on the comer of Sixth
and Birch, the home of the Rev, Fanders who had invited her to come and start a
school. Maria describes the location of several pioneer homes in 1850, such as Dr.
Cowles, Asa Wood, and Ed Hart. It was not long before the Fanders home was
purchased by a Mr. Taylor, well known to historians as the builder of Taylor’ Halt and other
business buildings.

Her First School

~ Maria Train opened her first school in the log and slab Methodist Church, the only
church building in the village, on the SE comner of Fifth Avenue and Broadway. Despite its
rough construction, she considered it well ventiated and spacious, with open space
outside for a playground. In winter she was not so pleased, with the fire requiring
attention constantly. Often the wood was too green to bum properly. The student fire
. boy. George Perkins, later became a Congressman from lowa. Maria is able, 57 years
later, to name all of her first pupils, with some of their subsequent life hlsfory though she

lives, 57 years later in her old age, in Olympia, Washington.

Maria must have been d person of some means, even at 18, fo hire a driver and
buggy for the four day joumey. In addition, after her first year in the setttement she
purchased a house on Sixth Street near Oak for her school. |t later became a part of the
Female Seminary, of which we have written previously. Again she is able to name ail her
pupils, including a boy from “Under the Hill (the Walnut and Water Street area) which
was then and for many years afterwards regarded as a locality of ill repute.

Despite her advanced age at the time of her reminiscent letter, she tells of
several real estate transactions in the city, of interest to local historians. We also learn of
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The New Schoolteacher Dances, Gets Married

Yesteryear Revisited
By Bob Dewel

As related in the previous article, Maria Train arrived in Baraboo in1850 as the new
schoolteacher, and in 1907 wrote a long descriptive letter of life in the little settlement. It
appears that the 18 or 19 year oitkquickly became a part of the fabric of life in the areq,
not only as a feacher but as an acute gbbserver, with an excelient memory even 57 years
later.

Inventing their own amusements

It is hard today to imagine the Baraboo world of 1850, a word without radio,
television, CD, or DVD, a world in which individual and group initiative provided the
enterfainment. There were no city ball parks, river walks, soccer fields, or playgrounds,
nor did the inhabitants even expect such extravagant services. There was no theatre,
and hardly any meeting places except the Methodist Church, and later the Taylor Hali.

This did not stop the young peopie from inventing their fun. Maria speaks with
some embarassment about a game of blind man’s bluff, played in the dining room of a
small hotel. She remembers that “some of the young men who would not stay caught
took their coats to the tailors the next day”, presumably tom in their attempt to get
away.
There were outdoor concerts on the square, and dances, both played by the

Pamish band, sometimes with Jim Badger fiddling. The dances were old fashioned
quadrifes and country dancing. Maria says they “utilized even the dullest of
amusements...and there was a spirit of good comradeship which ensured harmony and
made light of all obstacles.” In the winter there were sleigh rides.

' The local Scene

The only practicing physician at the time was Dr. Cowles “noted for his skill in
diagnosis and his prompt and energetic measures in an emergency. He was kind and
charitable, and a great friend of the Indians, whom he never tumed way, sometimes
keeping several for the night on his kitchen floor.”

By now the Methodists had been joined in their endeavor by the Presbyterians
and Congregationaiists, who worshiped together “in the old Court House, on Fourth
Street, north of the square. That building was later used as a saloon, and finally burmed.”
"Perhaps it is one of the saloons which the whiskey ladies assaulted in 1855!

Early Baraboo actually had a photographer, using the daguerreotype method,
and he kept a gallery of his work. Maria, writing in 1907, says she still has some of the
pictures, and historians wish they had been preserved and donated to the Historical
Society. There was afso a Miss Jackson, iater Mrs. Harrison, who was a milliner, though
Maria indicates she had little imagination in the design of hats.

. Maria also writes about Lum Parish' livery stable, located within plain sight of her
school. She says that “often times, as the time drew near for school closing, the knowing
glances and smiles of certain pupils, who from the windows had seen a young lawyer
come for horse and buggy. warned me to prepare for a ride.” He was C.C. Remington,
who on August 12, 1852 would become her husband. He died in 1878, but Maria lived to
the age of 83, dying in 1916. One of their children maried Mr. Olin of Madison, after
whom Olin Park is named.
) Clubs and Women's Rights
- We've written before of clubs and organizations in the early days, such as the
Skillet Creek Bachelors Club, the Arachne Club, and Koshawaga. Maria writes with
regard to another earlier organization, called the 1001 Club. The reason for the name
remained a mystery to her, though some wags called it the *1000 rascals and one honest
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What’s in a name 'in
Sauk County? Quite a bit

Let’s suppose that some
parts of Sauk County history
were just a little bit different
— that certain name changes
had not taken place. In that
case, the courthouse would
stand not where it is today,
but in a county seat city
named Adams. _

Directly to the west of
Adams would be the village of
Lyons, and to the east the vil-
lage of Manchester. Five
miles further east, near the
unsightly quarry on Highway
33, would be the village of
_Garrisonville.

North of Adams, on County

A, would be the thriving
tourist mecca and railroad
‘center called Newport, where
the Hiawatha stopped regu-
larly — a larger city than
Adams. Nearby is the Sauk
County portion of the village
of Kilbourn.
" Off to the west on Highway
‘33 would be the rival town of
:Babb’s Prairie, known for its
iButterfest celebration each
summer. Coming back to
Adams on Highway 136, one
.would pass through Ableman
and pass near Bessemer at
Shales’ Corners. On the other
hand, if one went south from
Babb's Prairie on Highway
23, you would come to
Logtown.

On the river on Highway 12
on the way to Madison, one
would cross the river bridge
‘as you left the village of
Haraszthy, noted for the area
cow Pie throwing contests
ever year. Following north on
the river on Highway 78, one
would come to Mattson's ferry
in the village of Merrimack,
spelled with a “k.”

If the names sound unfa-
miliar, they once were the
common names of these
towns and villages in the
early history of the county.
‘For various reasons, the
changing sands of the politi-
cal history of the county have
changed the names te -those
we know today In the memo-
ry of many is the relatively
recent time when Kilbourn
changed its name to
Wisconsin Dells, part of
which is now in Sauk County.

Early Baraboo

So what happened? Why
were the ‘names changed?
There is a story for each of the
changes. Let’s start with the
county seat, once named
Adams, then Brooklyn, now
Baraboo.

Located on the rapids of the
Baraboo River, this area once
supported four or five dams
providing poliution-free
power for the lumber and
flour mills. It was known in
the early days as Baraboo
Mills, more of a description of
what was here on the river
than as the name of a village.
‘Eventually a speculator
named George Brown platted
a village, with lots mostly on
the south bank of the river,
which he named Baraboo
after the river. So, where does
the name Adams come in?

The first county seat

The earliest settlers, Eben
and Roseline Peck and Abe
Wood and Wallace Rowan,
had arrived in 1839, with
their operations on the north
side of the river. By 1844 the
county had encugh residents
that the Territorial
Legislature was petitioned to

organize a county by resi- -

dents of Prairie du Sac.

Because of their relative
size and location, Prairie du
Sac and Haraszthy (now
Sauk City) seemed logical
contenders, and each prompt-
ly offered a proposal, a pro-
motional package not totally
unlike the modern day TIF
districts used to adjust the
city to the arrival of new
industries or facilities. The
town offering the best incen-
tives in this case was to win
the county seat.

Prairie du Sac offered sev-
eral choice lots as their
inducements for locating the
courthouse. while Haraszthy
offered the relatively elegant
home of Count Haraszthy,
founder of the village. Prairie
du Sac was chosen in 1844 by
the legislative committee
appointed to make the deci-
sion.

However, a close examina-
tion of the deeds to the lots
revealed what  August
Derleth, in his county history,
calls a “thrifty joker.” The lots
were to revert to their origi-
nal owners if the county seat
‘were tater raoved. The prowi-
sion was “ingesiiously worded
so that it was difficult to dis-
cover the deception.”

QOutraged by this sub-
terfuge, citizens of Haraszthy
and the Baraboo River valley
organized a search party to
select a new site and have a
referendum.

Their efforts attracted the
attention of Preston
Brigham, a  prominent
Sumpter tavern keeper and
stage driver who “purchased
the said quarter section (now
much of downtown Baraboo)
in his name with his money,
there being no funds in the
treasury, and subsequently
deeded it to the county”

63



\ R

8 uvaae

1@ONTON

E A

HONEY cl

Adams and Brooklyn

According to  historian
Canfield, who was on the
scene, Brigham, because he
gave the money, was allowed
to select the name of the
county seat. He chose Adams
because of his admiration for
the Massachusetts family of
that name which produced
two of our presidents.

Soon this created a problem
for the post office, for there
was another Adams in
Wisconsin, in what later
became Adams County to our
north. For a period of time the
local Adams settlement was
called Brooklyn. In fact,
though, there was a township
named Baraboo then which
included the Reedsburg area,
but not Baraboo! Both names
were eventually changed,
with Baraboo Township now
in and around the area of the
city of the same name.

Baraboo v €

The name Brooklyn,really
caught on, and finally Adams-
Brooklyn was consolidated by
the post office with Brown’s
Barabog ¢n the south side of

.the.rver, ta become Baraboo,

Twn husiness districts
developed, and some old-
timers are adamant that the
area on Walnut Street across
the river is properly and his-
torically named downtown
Baraboo, and the business
district around the court-
house, being higher, is proper-
ly called uptown Baraboo. If
so, the present “Downtown
Baraboo” would properly
change its name to “Uptown
Baraboo!”

County seat controversy
Selection of a county seat
was an Iimportant matter
then, and the new county
seat, Adams-Brooklyn-
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Mentioned in this
map are six Sauk
County townships
circa 1849 (the
small divisions mark
present townships).

Baraboo, could not long rest

 on its laurels. Newly develop-

ing Reedsburg to the west
coveted the amenities, pres-
tige and business advantages
of the seat of government,
arguing that it was more near
the geographical (but not pop-
ulation) center of the county.
Thus arose a rivalry compa-
rable to that between Prairie
du Sac and Haraszthy.

Reedsburg takes its present
name from David C. Reed,
who was attracted there in
1847, when he learned of the
discovery of iron. Copper in
small amounts had already
been found in 1845, but gave
out after two tons were
extracted.



Reedsburg seems to have
first been settled in 1844 in
the area formerly known as
Babb’s Prairie, named for
James Babb, who built there
in 1845 as the first settler to
till the sod in the area. An
Indian ford of the river 1ed to
the construction of a dam and
mill, and &t this time the
township of Reedsburg was
carved out of what was then
the township of Baraboo, with
the voting precinct named
Baraboo!

A change is explained in
“Reedsburg Remembers” as
follows: “The name Baraboo,
for the township, became
objectionable as there was a

village by that name on the
rapids of the river ... the post
office was called Reedsburg
(in 1849) ... therefore the
township of Reedsburg was
organized.” A stage arrived
three times a week from
Baraboo.

~ Those residents, believing
that Reedsburg could wrest
the ‘county seat from
Baraboo, persuaded the

Legislature in 1852 to add an

extra row of townships onto
the northern border of the
county, thus obtaining more
votes. This was reversed in
1853. In 1855 a referendum
failed and Baraboo retained
the county seat.

The sawlog war
Tempers flared in 1852

(“Reedsburg  Remembers” -

says 1851) when, according to
Derleth, “some of the settlers
postulated that logs destined
for Baraboo could not pass
over the Reedsburg dam ...
logs belonging to George and
Edward Willard of Baraboo
were gleefully confiscated by
Reedsburgers.”

The result was a deter-
mined and some say armed
delegation from Baraboo
which arrived in Reedsburg
with a U S. marshal. The
marshal cut away part of the
dam, allowing passage of the
logs. Interestingly, the mar-
shal had been summoned by
Reedsburg people! In their
anger they arrested him, but
cooler heads prevailed.
Incidentally, Reed left in 1849
for Pike’s Peak and was not
heard from again, as did
Baraboo’s Eben Peck!

This was the last major con-
frontation between the two
cities, and since then both
have prospered along with
the county. Baraboo undoubt-
edly benefits some from the
county seat locations and the
university center, and has
emerged as a regional shop-
ping center.

Reedsburg has done very
well with its MATC branch,
the county hospital, and other
amenities, and enjoys new
industry and prosperity. Both
cities are a credit to the coun-
ty.

In the meantime, Prairie du
Sac and Sauk City continue
to flirt with the proposition of
merging, as do Baraboo and
West Baraboo. At least we do
not have to refer to

- Haraszthy, Lyons, Brooklyn,

and Babb’s Prairie.

' Other names of towns in the
county will be considered in a
subsequent article.
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Reedsburg’s
Unusual Baby
Contest

Taleg of Earlier

Bays
By Bob Dewel

Let's admit from the start that we
have only a newspaper clipping to
support this story. - Moreover, it is
reminiscence, published on 2-28-1929,
some 80 years after the event in
question. There is some authenticity,
however, for the story appears in “A
History of Reedsburg and the Upper
Baraboo River Valley" published by
Merton E. Krug. In any event, the story is
too good to pass up.

Reedsburg’s Problem

It seems that the very early
settlers of Reedsburg had a problem.
This was perhaps in 1849, for David Reed
had settied there in 1848. The problem
was that for two yeas after the initial
settlement of the proposed village, only
two babies had been born. This meant
that the prospects for growth and
expansion, and presumably David
Reed's sale of lots, were bleak indeed.

The article continues: "It was the
villagers’ sentiment that the Barabooites
stopped all travelers and offered them
inducements to settle there...which was
very commendable to the enterprise of
Baraboo, though adverse to the growth
of Reedsburg. Founder David C, Reed.
who was always ready for emergencies,
hit upon a plan to increase the
population by home culture, and

accordingly offered a choice of any

unused village lot to the woman who
presented the town with the first baby."”
Contest Rules

The rules of the contest are not
spelled out, but a number of questions
arise. Was there a starting date? What
was to prevent a couple from jump-
starting the contest, so to speak? Would
a premature birth count? It seems
probable that time was factored in, and
we suppose there was a rule that only a
baby born at least nine months after the
beginning of the contest would gualify,
giving every one a fair and even start.

This would rule out any
pregnancies already on the way, as
having an unfair advantage, thus
defeating the purpose of the contest
and its real estate prize. - It appears,
though, that there were no such events
anticipated anyway, hence the need
for the scheme t{o increase the
population.

The Winner

The article continues: “There
were some 18 maried women in the
village who could enlist in the enterprise,
and the sequel shows that nearly all
made up their mind to go into the real
estate business, since 15 babies were
born during the succeeding year.” The
article does not so indicate, but it is
presumed that the 18 husbands of the
ladies were enlisted in the endeavor.
The winner, the Mother of the first baby,
was Ms. Jacob Mowers, who gave her
son the interesting name, Rowdy. J.
Rowdy to be exact,

Unfortunately, there is a problem
with our story, for it seems that the stork
was occasionally visiting the Reedsburg
settiement during the contest reported
upon above. We have a clipping
written by O.D. Brandenberg, a Baraboo
youth who had become editor of the
Wisconsin State Journal in the early
1900's. His undated article asserts that
Reedsburg’s first child, born in 1848, was
named Josephine Shepard, and that a
baby boy, Thomas Babb, was born in
1848. These children probably arived
before the target date of the contest. |t
is possible that David Reed felt that this
was © was not the rate of population
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growth to which his little village aspired,
thus the baby contest.

Reedsburg and Baraboo

Perhaps this story illustrates, in an
early way, the competitive nature of
Reedsburg. It was in this period of yeas
that Reedsburg tried to wrest the County
Seat away from Baraboo, even
persuading the legislature to temporarily
attach several towns of Juneau County
to Sauk County to obtain votes.
Another notable event then was the
Reedsburg [or Sawlog) war, in which
logs floating down the river and
destined for Baraboo were temporarily
impounded at the Reedsburg dam by
local hotheads.

I wrote extensively about both of
these evenis in earier stories, and
mention them here only to remark on
the early competitive nature of
Reedsburg. As late as the mid-1990's,
hardly a decade ago. Reedsburg was
unsuccessful in attempting to move
significant parts of the County Offices to
Reedsburg. In recent years they have
shown a competitive nature in bringing
industry to their city, comparable to the
successful efforts made by Baraboo in
the years following WWII,

A population discrepancy
remains, however, with Baraboo alone
having about 3000 more citizens, plus its
closely attached neighbor, West
Baraboo, with well over 1500 more
citizens. An unusual number of Baraboo-
related persons reside outside the city
limits also. Baraboo, in the opinion and
observations of this writer, cumrently
remains complacent and only
moderately  interested in being
competitive for industry and growth,

Baraboo, the Gem City, is so-
named by some because of its jewel-like
setting amid the Baraboo Bluffs and on
the Baraboo River. it boasts the very
remarkabie Devils Lake near the city
limits, and a surfaced scenic Riverwalk in
the city. The city is fortunate to host the
Circus World Museum, Al. Ringling

Theaire, Boo U, and the nearby Intl
Crane Foundation, as well as the nearby
Mid-Continent Railway Museum.
Reedsburg has a Pioneer log village, a
Rockwell exhibit, MATC, and the 400
bicycle trail. Both cities are a credit to
Sauk County and Wisconsin,  But only
Reedsburg had a baby contest, with
real estate as the prizel
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No Dogs or Booze Allowed at This Parade!

Yesteryear Revisited
By Bob Dewel

What is your nomination for the oldest continuous event in Sauk County, not
counting government or churches? What event has apparentlty had reguiar
observance since 18392 And, what event in Sauk County had not just a mention but an
entire segment devoted to it on a national television network?

Our nomination is the annual Fourth of July celebration now held in tiny Witwen,
Historian Erhart Mueller lists this event in detail as beginning in 1839 and running to the
time of publication of his book in 1986. The event is known to have continued since then
to the present time, and this year will be no exception. It gained fame in 1980 when
Charles Kurait of CBS featured it in a segment of his Sunday Morning program.

Actuadlly, in the early days it was an area cooperative event, being held first in
1839 “with the entire population of the hamlet (Prairie du Sac) of 25 persons in
attendance.” reports Mueller., Other early records are missing, but by 1879 the
observance was held at the Evangelical Church Camp Grounds, with the churches in
Black, Hawk, Honey Creek, and Denzer in charge.

Activities

A 1882 entry in John Darms’ diary notes that “in the morning we fired guns and
then the boys came together and fired things up for the day. We put a flag on the bluff,
made a nice stand and seats and a jing swing. In the evening there were fireworks."”

By 1885, Mueller reports, "there followed a series of yearly picnics alternating
mostly between Black Hawk and Witwen.”  Sometimes the festivities were held at
someone's farm, with ball games, fishing, speeches, oratorical contests in German and
English, and music by the Black Hawk Band. Later there were carraces.

By 1215 Witwen had a band stand, complete with electricity from the dynamo at
the Witwen Roller Mill. Here a tug of war over the mill race assured that half of the men
spent the rest of the afternoon in damp clothing. In 1916 there was a balloon ascension,
plus frapeze artists on exhibition.

in 1918 Witwen built a tabernacle, and future observances have generally been
held in or near Witwen, Black Hawk's final turn at holding the celebration appears to
have beenin 1920. Always the event was a join effort of the three Evangelical Churches
in the area.

Witwen ,

So. what and where is Witwen? It is located on County E between County PF and
O, some ten miles west of U.S. 12. There appears to be a grand total of 18 to 20 houses
in this setflement. No business place was discernible, not even a tavern, but Bill Schuette,
in a recent report in the Historical Society bulletin, reports there once was a store, a
creamery, a school, a garage, and a blacksmith shop. There even was a telephone
office, and a mill. Witwen was first settled by Gaudenz Witwen in 1856, and after
development over the years it even had a post office for a time, starting in 1892.

And what about the national television coverage? Charles Kuralt of the CBS
Sunday Morning program visited the hamlet in 1980, giving national coverage to the
Parade and its American flag “made of red white and blue satin dresses worn by eight
members of the Sauk County Extension Homemakers.” It is not every day that national
TV takes note of events in our county. Mueller notes that August Derleth of the Sauk
Prairie area also immortalized the event with accounts of his visits in 1939 and 1942.

This Year's Parade

The parade is on the Fourth of July, at 10:30 A.M. This is not your ordinary

regimented parade. however. There is no pre-registration, and if you have a vintage









The Dambuilders

In 1839 Eben Peck was a resi-
dent of the little Madison settie-
ment. Nine years would pass
before Madison would be desig-
nated as the location for the statc
capitol, but at that time there was
no scitlement to the Northwest of
Madison. An exception was one
James Alban who, with his family,
occupied a small cabin near the
south end of the present prairic
south of the Baraboo Bluffs. They
werc the first permanent residents
of Sauk County. )

When  Alban  appeared  in
Madison with taies of the discov-

the dug-out arca was still visible in
rccent years. The Wood and
Rowan dam and saw-mill were
completed in the winter of 184}-
42. Rowan's cabin is believed to
have been in the present Alttridge
Park area.

Peck, mcantime, had his trou-

‘bles. A james Van Slyke appeared

on the sccne and procceded to
“jump” Peck’s claim to the lower
rapids area. Enlisting the skill of
James Maxwell of Walworth
County, Van Slyke began building
his dam in 1840. One wonders if
remnants of that dam can be seen
now that the placid waters of the

Growth

By 1842, according to Canficld
in his “Skeiches of Baraboo and
Greenfield,” there were 14 familics
living in the little settlement,
including Canfield himself and his
family. There were also a contin-
gent of bachelors and widowers,
all presumably working at the
sawmill.

Canfield beccame  Counly
Surveyor in 1844, and also school
commissioner along with Preston
Brigham of Sumpter township.
Brigham subsequently became

Roscline Peck does not give the
date, ‘but sometime after they set-
tled here and fenced in their land,
“my husband lcft on the pretense

of going 'to Oregon*and*Claiming

the offers they held forth to set-
tlers. From that time I have strug-

gled alone to raise”hiy - family.”

Roseline Peck stuck it out, saw the
railroad come in 1870, and lived
until 1899. To Roseline, therefore,
goes the honor of being the sur-
vivor of the original settlers of the
region.

Prestion Brigham’s donation of
land for a county courthouse in
1846 gave him the honor of nam-
ing the platted area, and he chose

name of Adams 1o Baraboo.

7. 1866 — Villages officially

chartered as Baraboo.

8. 1882 — City of Baraboo is

incorporated. )

In all bul the laiter three
instances, our sesquicentennial
time has aiready passed. It would
‘seem, however, that the greatest
claim to the origin of Baraboo
goes to the first permanent seltie-
ment in 1839, with Roseline Peck,
the most permanent settler.

If that is the case, should not
next year, 1999, be observed as our
Sesqui-plus-ten anniversary in
some manner?

Any volunleers????

Sesquicenten nial Notes — How Sauk County‘came to be

by Harold Willis

Baraboo Sun

it so happens that Sauk
County is slightly older than the
state of Wisconsin. It was
formed in early 1848, but
before that, what was it called?

The land that we now inhabit
was originally claimed by
native Americans, and when
Europeans settlers arrived, the
Ho-Chunk (recenlly called the
Winnebago) lived and hunted
here. Before they came, the
Sac {Sauk) and Fox iribes lived
here for a time. Native
American peoples often did
claim regional terrilories, but
they had no conception of
someone owning the land.

The French first claimed
Wisconsin as part of the
Northwest Territory (northwest
of the Ohio River) in 1796, and
all of Wisconsin was within
Wayne County.  On July 4,
1800, Wisconsin became part
ol Indiana Territory, and on
LMarch 2, 1809, we became

parl of Winois Territory.

in 1818, Wisconsin became
part of Michigan Territory and
was divided up as parl of three
counties — Michilimackinac,
Brown and Crawford. Present-
day Sauk County was part of
Crawford County.

On Aprit 20, 1836, Wisconsin
Territory was formed, but it
included more land than pre-
sent-day Wisconsin. It was
divided into eight counties, but
only four of them were in the
present state - Milwaukes,
Brown, lowa and Crawford.
Sauk County was then still in
Crawford County.

On Oct. 25, 1836, 15 addi-
tional counties were formed:
Calumet, Dane, Dodge, Fond
du Lac, Grant, Green,
Jefferson, Manitowoc,
Marquette, Portage, Racine,
Rock, Sheboygan, Walworth
and Washington. In those
early years, the countlies in the
southwestern part of
Wisconsin used the older sys-
tem of counly commissioners

rather than townships, which
the eastern counties had. In
1838, Prairie du Sac was made
the county seat of Crawford
County. In 1841, a petition to

the territorial legislature was -

granted to separate Sauk
County from Crawford County,
and in 1844, another petition to
organize Sauk- County was
granted.

In early 1848, more counties
were officially added to
Wisconsin: Chippewa,

Columbia, LaFayette, LaPoint,

Richland, Sauk, St. Croix,
Waukesha and Winnebago.
Wisconsin became a state on
May 29, 1848, At first, the
county seat of Sauk County
was the village of Prairie du
Sac. In 1849, the county seat
was moved to Baraboo and the
county was subdivided into six
townships — Honey Creek,
Prairie  Du Sac, Kingston,
Eagle, Brooklyn and Baraboo.
Brooklyn was in the northeast
corner of the county (including
the city of Baraboo), Kingston

was south of it, and Eagle and
Baraboo were in the northwest-
emn part of the county. At that
time, Sauk County included
land now in’Richland, Juneau
and Adams Counties.’

In 1850, the township of
Eagle was eliminated and the
townships of New Buffalo,
Flora, Spring Green, Dellona,
Reedsburg and Freedom were
created.

In 1851, the townships of
Marston, Winfield, Jackson,
Quincy and the Dells were cre-
ated. Jackson and Qunicy
were part of present-day
Juneau County and the Dells
extended into present-day
Adams County. Also, the Dells
was. changed to Baraboo, and
Prairie du Sac was split into
Lower Prairie du Sac and
Prairie du Sac.

In 1852, the townships of
Greenfield and Winfield were
created, part of Brooklyn was
changed to Baraboo, and other
changes were made in town-
ships now mostly in Juneau

‘Merrimac (from Kingston) and
Franklin (from part of Honey

County.

In 1853, the township of Flora
was changed to Fairfield. In
1854, the townships of

Creek) were created. The
township of Washington {from
Marston)- followed in 1855;
Woodiand, Troy and Excelsior
in 1857; Bear Greek in 1858
and Ironton’'in.1859. In 1861,
part of the township of
Kingston was changed to
Sumpter, and part of Marston
was changed to LaValle. Since
that year the number of town-
ships  and their names have
remained the same, with only
minor boundary changes.

Those are the highlights of
the many political changes that
brought about modern-day
Sauk County. it must have
been fascinating living in those
limes.
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