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Baraboo Charrette Schedule 

April 30 through May 2, 2009 
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 What is a charrette? 

_A charrette is often regarded as a collaborative session where a group of 
designers craft a solution to a particular design problem.  Charrettes, 
especially since1960, often resemble workshops in which design proposals 
are made through group discussion, often under the pressure of a 
deadline.  Typically, a charrette lasts 3 full days, a relatively short amount 
of time to solve major design problems. 
 
_The tight schedule is used to aid a group consisting of designers, 
architects, clients, and the community at large to formulate ideas quickly, 
brainstorm a variety of alternatives, and make paramount design decisions 
under artificial deadlines, but with otherwise real constraints.   
 
_Historically the term, charrette, comes from a French word for a cart on 
which architecture students placed their finished projects.  The cart typically 
arrived before these students were able to finish, thus forcing them to ride 
along with the cart while completing their work in order to meet their 
deadlines.   
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Charrette Goals & Expectations 

_analyze site and neighborhood characteristics 
 
_prepare ‘footprint’ studies of potential  
  expansion options 
 
_Develop conceptual site plan options 
 
_Develop building massing studies 
 
_Determine spatial functional relationships 
 
_Develop conceptual floor plan studies and  
  options 
 
_Study future expansion possibilities 
  
_Analyze applicable building codes 
 
_Solicit substantial client / community input 
 
_Generate sufficient information to prepare a  
  preliminary project cost model following the  
  charrette 
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Charrette Process 

_The charrette is an interactive planning and design 
process that allows the design team (i.e. Architects, 
Interior Designers, Engineers, etc.) to work and 
interact closely with representatives of the library and 
members of the community for a given and short 
amount of time of no less than 3 full days. 
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Community Comments & Feedback 

“Maintain type of architecture here now (Carnegie Library 
Look)” 
 
“Maintain old Carnegie interior” 
 
“Include meeting rooms, individual tutoring spaces, ‘green’ 
building (solar, etc)” 
 
“Keep adults and children’s areas separate so each my enjoy 
the library in their own way” 
 
“Go for LEED Certification” 
 
“More quiet reading space for staff and public” 
 
“Self-Checkout, more books, snack counter” 
 
“Small ‘study’ rooms where patrons can work on a project 
together, can converse, or even study” 
 
“Friendly signage”  

Baraboo Public Library  
Pre-Funding Design 



Charrette Images 
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Massing Studies 

Existing Site Study 
The building to the east of the library would have to be 
purchased and demolished for expansion as would the 
structures east of the parking lot. 

Baraboo Public Library  
Pre-Funding Design 



Building Program 

The Building Program, written by library building consultant George 
Lawson, recommended a building of 36,807 gross square feet. 
 
These diagrams graphically illustrate the distribution of major space 
types grouped by public areas, staff areas, and unassigned areas. 
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Revised Building Program 

Program Notes 
 
During the first day of the Charrette, the library building 
consultant met with the staff to look for ways to reduce 
the space requirements of the preliminary building 
program (Dated 4/3/09).  The result of this exercise was a 
new building program recommendation of 34,000 square 
feet. 
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Functional Site Analysis 

Site Notes 
 
_Site Dimensions 
_Zoning Classification 
_Location of Existing Utilities 
_Topography 
_Site Drainage 
_Storm Water Management 
_Views to & from Site 
_Vehicular Access & Approach 
_Context Setting of Neighborhood 
_Future Property Acquisition 
_Location of Existing Site Features 
_Seasonal Solar Angles 
_Direction of Prevailing Winds 
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Functional Site Analysis 

Circulation Diagram Notes 
 
_Local Context of Site 
_Major Axial/Street Nodes 
_Pedestrian Access to Baraboo River 
_Vehicular Access 
_Possible Links to Civic Spaces / Saux   
  County Courthouse 
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Functional Site Analysis 

Urban Spatial Diagram Notes 
 
_Historic Connections to Local Context 
_Historic Housing 
_Historic / Landmark Buildings and Civic  
  Spaces 
_Historic Downtown and Commercial  
  District 
_Connections to Urban Spatial  
  Conditions 
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Functional Site Analysis 
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Exploration of a 
Potential Library 

Addition to the East 
 



Functional Site Analysis 
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Exploration of a 
Potential Library 

Addition to the North 
 



Site “Footprint” Studies 

Site Concept 1 
 
_Incorporates expansion to the East 
 
_Aligns geometry with the Existing Library 
 
_Maintains a small setback from church property 
 
_Retains perceived setback from street 
 
_Creates floor space that is smaller than the existing footprint 
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Site “Footprint” Studies 

Site Concept 2 
 
_Incorporates expansion to the East 
 
_Aligns with geometry with the Existing Library 
 
_Visual prominence of existing entry is maintained 
 
_Requires acquisition of some church property 
 
_Retains perceived setback from street 
 
_has larger floor space for building program 
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Site “Footprint” Studies 

Site Concept 3 
 
_Incorporates expansion to the East 
 
_allows addition to expand toward the street 
 
_Maintains a small setback from church property 
 
_Has larger floor space for building program 
 
_Creates outdoor public space/plaza sheltered from north 
and East 
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Site “Footprint” Studies 

Site Concept 4 
 
_Incorporates expansion to the East 
 
_Aligns with geometry with the Existing Library 
 
_Alignment with the existing main entry occurs 
 
_Requires acquisition of some church property 
 
_Retains perceived setback from street 
 
_has larger floor space for building program 
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Charrette Process 

_The charrette allows for decisions guiding the development of 
the project to be made among the group consisting of clients, 
designers, and users. 
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Conceptual Floor Plan Bubble Diagrams 

Concept 1a 
_Central Lobby Space 
_Upper Level Program Room 
_Staff areas in Lower Level 
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Conceptual Floor Plan bubble diagrams 

Concept 1b 
_East Side Lobby and Grand Stair 
_Upper Level Program Room (North Side) 
_Staff Areas in Lower Level 
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Conceptual Floor Plan Bubble Diagrams 

Concept 2a 
_New Primary Entry on East Side Addition 
_Upper Level Program Room (North Side) 
_Staff Areas in Lower Level 
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Conceptual Floor Plan Bubble Diagrams 

Concept 2b 
_New Primary Entry on East Side from Courtyard 
_Upper Level Program Room (South Side) 
_Central Lobby  
_Staff Areas in Lower Level 
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Concept 3 
_Prominent Entry on South Side w/ Lobby Space 
_Program Room on Upper Level (Northeast Side) 
_Staff areas in lower level 
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Conceptual Floor Plan Bubble Diagrams 



Charrette Process 

_major decisions resulting from meetings are highlighted in red 
(opposite).   
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Conceptual Floor Plan Bubble Diagram Refinements 

Concept 1 
_This study illustrates the program organization 
without purchasing church property and aligning 
with 
the existing building. 
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Concept 1 
_This study illustrates the program organization 
without purchasing church property and aligning 
with  
the existing building. 
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Concept 2A 
_This study illustrates the program organization 
with purchasing 30 feet of church property. 
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Conceptual Floor Plan Bubble Diagram Refinements 



Concept 2B 
_This study illustrates the program organization 
with purchasing 30 feet of church property. 
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Conceptual Floor Plan Bubble Diagram Refinements 



Concept 2 
_This study illustrates the program organization 
with purchasing 30 feet of church property. 
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Concept 3 
_This study illustrates the program organization 
without purchasing 30 feet of church property 
and expanding toward the street. 
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Conceptual Floor Plan Bubble Diagram Refinements 



Concept 3 
_This study illustrates the program organization 
without purchasing 30 feet of church property 
and expanding toward the street. 
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Massing Studies 

Massing / Elevation Notes 
 
Historic characteristics of the existing structure are 
embraced and respected when considering an 
addition/expansion to the Baraboo Public Library.   
 
Regulating lines and existing structural conditions 
provide a framework in which the new architecture can 
operate within. 
 
This helps the building reinforce its original 
architectural characteristics as well as the 
characteristics of its surrounding urban context. 

Baraboo Public Library  
Pre-Funding Design 



Massing Studies 

Massing / Elevation Notes 
 
The addition and expansion of the Baraboo Public 
Library presents an opportunity to create public spaces 
within the structure that can be expressed in the 
exterior massing and elevation. 
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Site Refinement Studies 

Site Refinement Option 2 
 
This expansion study creates symmetry with the 
existing library.  A new entry is created at the 
center of the south elevation facing the street.  
New hardscape would help guide patrons and 
building users toward this new entrance and 
plaza.  The existing parking lot would double in 
size to accommodate patrons and staff.  
Sensitivity to the East elevation (facing the 
church) would be an important design 
consideration in this scheme. 
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Massing Studies 

Concept 1a Elevation Study 
Symmetry in terms of massing is expressed in this study.  A lighter, more transparent link between the brick facades helps to denote 
entry as well as maintain an appropriate sense of scale.  Window size, a bay window (or similar element), and materials helps to 
further link the new expansion to the existing. 
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Project Costs 
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